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TO  THE 


PLYMPTON  ST.  MARY 

RURAL  DISTRICT  COUMCIL, 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

For  the  Year  1908. 


Gentlemen, 

Herewith  I  have  the  honour  of  submitting  to  you  my  Annual 
Report  on  the  Public  Health  of  the  Plympton  St.  Mary  Rural 
District  for  the  year  1908. 

As  the  report  is  not  only  for  your  own  information,  but  also  for 
that  of  the  County  Council  and  the  Local  Government  Board,  it 
will  necessarily  contain  various  statements  which  are  mere  repe. 
titions  of  former  reports,  or  which  may  appear  superfluous  to  you, 
but  yet  are  of  importance  to  those  who  have  to  derive  their 
knowledge  of  local  circumstances  and  questions  directly  from  this 
report.  It  will,  therefore,  be  arranged  on  the  basis  suggested  by 
the  Local  Government  Board,  and  will  therefore  deal  with  the 
following  : — 

(1)  The  physical  features  and  characters  of  the  District ;  and 
a  comprehensive  description  of  the  geology  for  which  I 
am  indebted  to  my  friend  R.  Hansford  Worth,  Esq.,c.E. ; 
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(2)  The  water  supply  of  the  district  and  of  its  several  parts, 

and  the  condition  of  the  rivers  and  streams  ; 

(3)  The  sewerage  and  drainage,  and  the  disposal  of  excre¬ 

ment  and  house  refuse  ; 

(4)  The  house  accommodation,  especially  of  the  working 

classes ; 

(5)  The  milk  supply  and  its  control  ; 

(6)  The  vital  statistics  of  the  year  with  comparisons  between 

this  and  preceding  years  ; 

(7)  Notes  on  the  diseases  prevalent  during  the  year,  and  the 

means  adopted  for  dealing  especially  with  infectious 
diseases  ; 

(8)  A  description  in  detail  of  the  sanitary  conditions  of  the 

particular  parishes  and  villages,  with,  notes  on  the  work 
done  during  the  year,  and  on  what  is  wanted  in  the 
future.  This  section  should  be  read  and  compared  with 
the  report  of  your  Sanitary  Inspector,  Mr  W.  E.  Horton  ; 

(9)  Notes  on  the  powers  possessed  and  exercised  by  you  over 

Buildings,  Slaughterhouses ;  Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and 
Milkshops  ;  Bakehouses,  Factories,  and  Workshops  ;  and 
offensive  trades,  etc. 

(10)  The  conditions  of  the  Public  Elementary  Schools,  and 
measures  taken  to  safeguard  the  health  of  the  children 
therein. 

In  the  table  of  statistics  it  will  be  noticed  that  I  have  estimated 
the  population  to  have  increased  from  last  year,  although  there  is 
not  so  large  an  increase  as  was  noted  during  1907. 

A  reference  to  the  details  given  in  the  paragraph  dealing  with 
each  parish  and  to  the  report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector  will  show 
that  much  valuable  work  has  been  done  especially  in  improving 
the  details  of  sanitary  accommodation.  Much  time  has  also  been 
spent  over  the  important  question  of  an  increased  water  supply  for 
Plympton  and  Plymstock,  and  the  scheme  is  now  ready  for 
submission  to  the  L.G.B. 
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Attention  has  also  been  given — but  not  with  so  much  energy  as 
I  could  wish — to  the  question  of  the  drainage  of  Elburton.  There 
has,  unfortunately,  been  much  delay  over  the  Newton  Ferrers 
water  scheme,  but  the  Council  cannot  be  held  altogether  responsi¬ 
ble  for  this  as  so  long  ago  as  March,  1908,  the  L.G.B.  were  informed 
that  the  scheme  was  ready  for  a  local  enquiry. 

The  year  has  been  a  healthy  one,  and  the  following  pages  will,  I 
think,  shew  that  the  sanitary  administration  of  the  district  can  fairly 
be  described  as  satisfactory.  Of  course  much  remains  to  be  done, 
and  indeed  always  will  be  until  Utopia,  or  the  age  of  reason  be 
reached — but  we  are  I  think  slowly  but  steadily  progressing  under 
the  banner  of  Sams  populi  suprema  est  lex ,  and  we  shall  in  time 
conquer  the  prejudice  and  ignorance,  the  fear  of  inconvenience 
and  cost  which  together  retard  the  realisation  of  the  ideals  of  the 
Sanitarian. 

I  have,  as  usual,  to  gratefully  acknowledge  the  zealous  and  able 
way  in  which  your  Sanitary  Inspector,  Mr.  W.  E.  Horton,  has 
fulfilled  the  various  duties  entrusted  to  him  ;  and  I  beg  to  thank 
you  all  individually  and  collectively  for  the  valuable  and  generous 
assistance  you  always  give  me  in  my  work. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

S.  NOY  SCOTT, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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EPITOME  OF  THE  MORE  IMPORTANT  WORK  AND 
FEATURES  OF  THE  YEAR. 

Plympton  St.  Mary. 

Preparation  of  new  scheme  for  additional  water  from  Lee 
Moor. 

Plymstock. 

Improvement  in  delivery  of  water  from  Plympton  Mains  by 
laying  additional  Main. 

St.  Budeaux. 

Large  number  of  improvements  in  house  drainage  ;  Relaying 
of  Main  Sewer  at  Whitleigh  Terrace  ;  Local  Government 
Board  enquiry,  re  making  up  roads. 

Cornwood. 

Increased  Water  Supply  at  Lutton. 

Weston  Peverell. 

Marked  improvements  in  Drainage  at  Weston  Mill. 

Tamerton. 

Improved  Drainage  and  Sanitary  arrangements  of  the  Schools. 

Newton  Ferrers. 

Scheme  for  Water  Supply  sent  to  the  Local  Government 
Board. 

Ermington. 

Scheme  prepared  for  Drainage  of  Westlake. 

Compton  Gifford. 

Marked  improvement  in  the  Drainage  at  Redlands  Terrace. 
Small  Pox  Hospital — Complete  painting  of  exterior. 

Bye-Laws — Revised  and  submitted  to  Local  Government  Board 
and  returned  for  suggested  amendments. 

Birth  Rate — Slightly  lower  than  last  year. 

Death  Rate — As  last  year— still  low. 

Infantile  Death  Rate — Much  lower  than  last  year. 

Zymotic  Death  Rate — Only  about  half  that  of  last  year. 
Decreased  number  of  deaths  from  Cancer. 

Increased  number  of  deaths  from  Phthisis  and  diseases  of 
Respiratory  system,  probably  due  to  prevalence  of  Influenza  in 
the  spring. 
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Annual  Report 

OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH, 

For  the  Year  1908. 


HE  area  of  the  Plympton  St.  Mary  Rural  District  for  Sanitary 
purposes  is  73,426  acres,  of  which  174  is  inland  water. 


The  district  is  situated  at  the  extreme  west  of  the  South  Hams 
and  is  bounded  on  the  North  by  Dartmoor  and  the  River  Tavy  ; 
on  the  South  by  the  English  Channel  and  the  Towns  of  Plymouth 
and  Devonport ;  on  the  West  by  Plymouth  Sound,  Plymouth, 
Devonport,  and  the  River  Tamar  ;  on  the  East  by  the  hilly  district 
of  the  South  Hams. 


From  the  hills  lying  on  the  East  and  North  there  are  a  series  of 
undulations,  running  mostly  towards  the  sea  on  the  South  and 
West,  and  along  the  valleys  thus  formed  are  the  Rivers  Erme, 
Yealm,  and  Plym,  with  their  tributaries. 

In  the  North  part  the  land  is  chiefly  moorland  and  contains 
valuable  china  clay  works  The  remainder  of  the  district  is 
mainly  agricultural,  and  in  most  places  in  a  good  state  of  culti¬ 
vation.  The  surface  is  well  wooded. 


GEOLOGY.  With  such  slight  exception  as  to  be  negligeable, 
the  whole  area  of  the  District  is  occupied  by  rocks  either  of  the 
Devonian  formation  or  by  Post-Carboniferous  granite. 

The  Devonian  rocks  are  for  the  more  part  highly  cleaved  shales 
and  slates  with  some  grits  and  quartzites  and  a  less  quantity  of 
limestone.  Cotemporaneous  lavas  also  occur,  and  some  diabases. 
In  the  more  part  the  lavas  and  tuffs  have  also  taken  on  a  slaty 
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cleavage,'  and  are  best  described  as  schalsteins.  The  Soil, 
although  not  deep,  is  rich  and  fertile;  and  from  the  nature  of  the 
underlying  rocks,  which  are  not  only  highly  cleaved  but  almost 
always  of  loose  texture  near  the  surface,  the  soil  is  well  drained 
and  therefore  cold  wet  lands  are  rare. 

The  general  trend  of  the  various  rock  formation  is  from  west  to 
east,  with  a  slight  inclination  towards  the  north. 

The  granite  of  Dartmoor  lies  to  the  north,  and  the  exterior 
commons  in  the  parishes  of  Shaugh  Prior,  Cornwood,  and  Harford 
are  all  on  granite.  As  a  rule  the  cultivated  land  does  not  extend 
far  over  the  border  of  this  rock,  and  accordingly  the  population  is 
sparse  in  those  parts. 

The  parish  of  Dartmoor  extrudes  two  minor  bosses,  severed 
from  the  general  mass  at  Crownhill  Down  and  Hemerdon  Ball, 
and  around  these  as  well  as  on  the  border  of  the  main  boss  the 
sedimentary  rocks  have  been  subjected  to  contact  metamorphism 
and  altered  both  in  texture  and  mineral  composition.  The  only 
important  economic  product  of  their  alteration  is  a  banded  silicious 
rock  which  is  worked  for  road  metal. 

The  Granite  itself  is  however  of  very  considerable  importance, 
not  as  a  building  or  road  material,  although  to  a  small  extent  it  is 
so  utilized,  but  in  the  altered  condition  in  which  from  the  decom 
position  of  its  felspar  it  becomes  the  source  from  which  China 
Clay  is  derived. 

In  the  parish  of  Shaugh  Prior  are  situated  Shaugh,  Wotter,  and 
Dee  Moor  Clay  works,  of  which  the  latter  is  by  far  the  most 
important,  and  it  produces  a  clay  of  the  highest  grade.  The  pit  is 
one  of  the  largest  in  Devon  and  Cornwall,  and  a  large  number  of 
men  are  employed  at  the  works.  In  connection  with  Lee  Moor 
is  another  important  work  at  Cholwieh  Town,  in  the  parish  of 
Cornwood,  and  on  Crownhill  Down,  partly  in  the  same  parish,  and 
the  parish  of  Plympton  St.  Mary  are  several  other  China  Clay 
works. 


The  Limestone  runs  in  two  parallel  bands  separated  by  a  short 
interval  of  slate,  from  the  banks  of  the  Cattewater  and  the  Laira, 
due  east  to  East  Sherford,  in  the  parish  of  Brixton.  The  great 
bulk  of  this  mass  lies  in  the  parish  of  Plymstock,  where  there  are 
large  quarries  at  Turnchapel,  Hooe,  Oreston,  Pomphlett  and 
Billacombe,  and  smaller  ones  at  Elburton.  After  an  interval  of 
about  a  mile  a  small  body  of  Limestone  is  again  found  north  of 
Brixton  Church  and  extends  nearly  a  mile  eastwards  ;  south  of  this 
at  Kitley  is  another  mass,  and  then  occurs  the  Yealmpton  limestone 
lying  partly  in  the  parish  of  Yealmpton,  and  partly  in  the  parish 
of  Newton  Ferrers.  This  is  sub-divided  into  several  minor  parts 
and  extends  a  little  beyond  Yealmbridge.  Much  of  this  limestone 
is  used  for  building  purposes,  or  for  burning  into  lime.  The 
smoother  blocks  are  capable  of  taking  a  high  degree  of  polish 
and  are  then  very  beautiful. 

The  Grits  all  lie  in  the  southern  part  of  the  district  and  are  best 
developed  at  Staddon  on  the  shore  of  Plymouth  Sound  where  they 
were  formerly  quarried  for  paving  purposes,  arid  running  east¬ 
ward  from  this  point,  in  a  band  diminishing  from  nearly  a  mile  to 
a  little  over  a  quarter  of  a  mile  in  width,  they  cease  before  reaching 
the  Yealm.  Commencing  again  at  Newton  Ferrers  as  quartzites, 
and  extending  in  somewhat  varying  constitution  from  the  east  bank 
of  the  Yealm  to  the  west  bank  of  the  Erme,  in  Holbeton,  the  belt 
averages  over  half-a-mile  in  width  from  north  to  south. 

Schalsteins  and  Tuffs  are  present  in  quantity  to  the  north  of 
Plymouth,  in  the  parishes  of  Compton  Gifford  and  Egg  Buckland  ; 
westward  they  extend  in  patches  through  Weston  Peverell  to 
Tamerton  Folliott  and  the  Tamar;  eastward  they  occur  in 
Plympton  St.  Mary.  A  long  course  of  these  volcanics  commences 
at  West  and  East  Sherfords  in  Brixton,  and  at  Brixton  Village,  and 
extends  eastwards  past  Lyneham  and  Yealmpton  in  two  belts,  of 
which  the  northern  reaches  and  passes  Ermington  and  extends 
northward  one  mile  in  width  to  West  Worlhele  ;  and  the  southern, 
which  is  much  narrower,  passes  Yealmbridge  and  terminates  in  a 
fault  about  a  quaiter  of  a  mile  from  the  Erme,  near  Hollowcombe 
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The  minor  features  of  the  geology  of  the  district  are  very 
intricate  but  have  small  bearing  on  the  distribution  of  the 
population  or  its  occupations  or  health.  There  are  practically  no 
mines.  The  local  clays  and  more  largely  the  soft  slaty  shales  are 
utilized  in  brick  manufacture  at  Honicknowle,  Compton  Gifford, 
and  Steer  Point. 

The  CLIMATE  is  mild  and  humid,  and  the  rainfall  abundant, 
but  no  official  meteorological  records  are  kept ;  I  am,  however, 
able  to  include  statements  as  to  the  rainfall  of  last  year  at  Langham 
Hill,  Ivybridge ;  and  at  Wembury  House  ;  and  in  Plymouth  ;  for 
which  I  am  respectively  indebted  to  Miss  Glanville,  R.  H.  Clay, 
Esq.,  and  Victor  Prigg,  Esq. 

The  WATER  SUPPLY.  The  district  contains  abundant  and 
satisfactory  water  in  the  shape  of  streams  and  springs,  but  these 
are  very  unequally  distributed,  and.therefore  some  of  the  villages — 
especially  in  the  Southern  part  of  the  district — are  so  far  from  them 
as  to  be  almost  entirely  dependent  upon  wells. 

The  water  is  derived  from  the  following  sources  : — 

(x)  Upland  surface  water  from  Dartmoor  and  similar  places, 
which,  collecting  in  small  streams  and  rivers,  yields  a 
plentiful  supply  of  good  and  pure  water  from  which  large 
public  supplies  could  be  obtained. 

(2)  Springs  and  deep  wells  :  These  are  found  in  various 

localities,  and  yield  a  water  whose  quality  depends 
entirely  upon  the  particular  soil  in  which  the  well  is.  In 
the  limestone  district,  the  water  is  sometimes  very  hard 
from  dissolved  carbonate  and  sulphate  of  lirne,  and 
except  for  the  hardness  the  water  is  good,  and,  generally- 
speaking,  very  pure  :  i.e.,  free  from  organic  pollution. 

(3)  Shallow  wells  :  These  are  scattered  throughout  the  district, 

and  very  largely  consist  of  mere  surface  water.  These 
wells  afford  a  water  which  may  be  good  or  bad,  according 
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to  their  depth,  position,  (proximity  to  cess-pit,  etc  ),  and 
liability  to  surface  pollution.  A  Sanitary  Authority  should 
never  be  content  with  a  water  supply  which  is  derived 
from  shallow  wells. 

During  the  past  few  years  the  water  supply  of  the 
district  has  been  steadily  improved,  and  the  Council 
is  persistently  endeavouring  to  satisfactorily  fulfil  its 
statutory  duties  as  a  provider  of  pure  public  supplies 
of  water,  and  as  evidence  of  this,  I  merely  note  the  fact  that 
during  my  tenure  of  office  good  and  efficient  public  water  supplies 
have  been  established  in  Plytnstock,  Dunstone,  Yealmpton, 
Cornwood,  Lutton,  Egg  Buckland,  and  Sparkwell. 

The  rivers  of  the  district  are  on  the  whole  free  from  any  serious 
or  important  pollution,  and  at  any  rate  no  public  water  supply  is 
endangered  by  what  reaches  them.  In  spite  of  this,  however,  I 
cannot  help  calling  the  attention  of  the  Council  to  the  fact  that  in 
many  parts  of  England  the  rivers  are  little  else  than  open  sewers 
and  I  therefore  hope  the  Council  will  support  at  the  proper  time 
any  legislation  which  will  bring  the  rivers  and  water  sheds  of 
Great  Britain  under  more  effective  control.  The  present  Rivers 
Pollution  Acts  seem  to  be  powerless  to  do  what  they  were  intended 
to  do,  and  there  is  need  for  some  strong  central  authority  which 
would  be  independent  of  local  influences. 

I  am  glad  that  important  work  has  been  done  towards  obtaining 
additional  water  for  Plympton  and  PI)  mstock,  and  that  the  scheme 
for  Newton  Ferrers  is  now  ready  fora  Local  Government  enquiry. 


SEWAGE  AND  ITS  DISPOSAL:— 

Several  of  the  larger  villages  are  drained  by  a  system  of  sewers 
by  which  the  sewage  is  sent  into  the  sea,  or  water  courses,  or  is 
carried  on  to  the  land  and  so  disposed  of  by  a  method  of  irri¬ 
gation. 
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In  many  of  the  villages  there  are  several  cases  in  which  the 
sewage  from  two  or  more  houses  is  collected  in  cess-pits.  These 
not  only  require  periodical  cleansing  and  constant  attention,  but 
every  now  and  again  they  produce  serious  nuisances  by  suddenly 
overflowing,  especially  after  heavy  rains. 

A  great  number  of  the  cottages  and  isolated  houses  are  provided 
with  closets  over  small  cess  pits,  which  are  gradually  being 
replaced  by  earth  closets,  worked  on  the  bucket  system,  a  method 
of  sewage-disposal  at  once  safe  and  reliable. 

The  experience  of  the  past  year  again  proves  the  great  necessity 
there  is  for  a  scheme  ot  drainage  for  Elburton,  and  I  hope  that 
the  negotiations  for  the  acquisition  of  the  necessary  site  for  the 
sewage  tank  (which  were  unfortunately  suspended  for  a  time)  will 
be  successfully  resumed  at  once. 
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Vital  Statistics. 

For  Registration  Purposes,  the  district  is  divided  into  two  sub¬ 
districts  : — 

The  North  or  Plympton  containing  n  parishes,  and 

The  South  or  Yealmpton  containing  8  parishes. 

The  population  of  the  whole  district,  which  at  the  1901  census 
was  19,793,  is  estimated  for  1908  to  be  22,000,  and  is  distributed 
as  shewn  in  the  tables  on  the  next  pages. 

I  have  extended  the  table  so  as  to  shew  the  number  of  acres  of 
land  and  water  in  each  parish,  and  various  particulars  which  have 
not  been  included  in  former  years.  I  have  also  made  some  cor¬ 
rections  where  they  were  necessary.  The  figures  have  been  taken 
from  the  official  census  returns  of  1901. 

N.B.  —  The  total  populations  of  Egg  Buckland,  St.  Budeaux, 
and  Plymstock  include  the  soldiers  resident  in  the  Forts  and 
Earracks  in  those  parishes  ;  that  of  Plympton  St.  Mary  includes 
the  residents  in  the  Union  Workhouse  and  the  House  of  Rest; 
and  that  of  Plympton  St.  Maurice  those  residing  in  Plympton 
House  Asylum.  Plympton  St.  Mary  includes  the  ecclesiastical 
parish  of  Sparkwell.  Plymstock  includes  the  ecclesiastical  parish 
of  Hooe.  Ermington  does  not  include  the  Urban  district  of 
Ivybridge. 


South  Sub  District. 
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Inhabited  Houses  in  the  District,  and 
House  Accommodation. 

At  the  1901  census  the  number  of  houses  returned  as  inhabited 
was  4,016,  of  which  2,380  were  in  the  North  District,  and  1,636 
in  the  Southern.  Since  then,  27  were  built  in  1902  ;  29  in  1903  ; 
31  in  1904  ;  25  in  1905  ;  65  in  1906  ;  26  in  1907  ;  and  46  during 
1908.  From  me  foregoing,  I  estimate  the  number  of  houses  now 
inhabited  to  be  4,265,  which  gives  an  average  of  5  2  persons  per 
house. 

In  this,  however,  the  Barracks  and  Forts  in  St.  Budeaux  and 
Egg  Buckland  with  a  population  varying  between  1,000  and  1,200 
the  Forts  at  Staddon,  Stamford  and  Bovisand  with  an  average 
population  of  350,  and  the  Workhouse  at  Plympton,  with  a  popu¬ 
lation  of  124,  are  counted  as  single  houses.  A  truer  estimate  of 
the  average  number  of  persons  per  house  will  be  obtained  by 
excluding  all  these  “  Institutions.”  The  average  then  is  4^5  per 
house. 

The  parish  of  Plymstock  is  the  only  one  in  which  building  has 
been  at  all  active  during  1908 — for  of  the  total  number  of  houses 
built  in  the  whole  district,  exactly  half,  i.e.  23  were  built  there. 
The  remaining  23  were  distributed  as  follows  : — 7  in  Plympton  St. 
Mary,  6  in  Newton  Ferrers,  2  each  in  Tamerton,  Harford  and 
Bickleigh,  and  one  each  in  Compton,  Cornwood,  Ermington  and 
St.  Budeaux. 

The  Cottage  accommodation,  generally  speaking,  is  good,  and 
from  what  I  know  of  other  districts,  somewhat  above  the  average, 
i.e.  when  the  rent  is  taken  into  consideration.  In  some  villages 
there  is  room  for  improvement.  The  chief  defects  are  damp  w'alls 
due  to  want  of  a  damp  course,  but  this  of  course  only  refers  to 
old  cottages,  as  such  a  course  is  enforced  in  all  houses  built  under 
the  bye-laws. 


'9 

There  is  very  little  overcrowding  in  the  legal  sense,  although  it 
is  by  no  means  difficult  to  find  instances  in  which  more  people 
occupy  a  bedroom  than  is  desirable.  During  the  year  two  cases  of 
overcrowding  have  been  received  and  dealt  with,  and  two  cottages 
were  found  so  dirty  that  the  Sanitary  Inspector  had  to  enforce  a 
general  cleaning  up. 
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Births  and  Birth  Rates. 


The  following  births  were  registered  in  1908  : — 


Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

1907. 

1900. 

1905. 

1904. 

1903. 

North  Sub  district 

142 

116 

258 

280 

299 

268 

273 

284 

South  Sub-district 

93 

93 

186 

200 

170 

202 

182 

201 

Whole  District 

235 

209 

444 

480 

469 

470 

455 

485 

This  gives  a  Birth  rate  for  the  North  of  19-69  per  1000  as 
compared  with  2 1  68  in  1907;  23-59  in  1906;  21-70  in  1905; 

22- 41  in  1904;  23-54  in  1903;  22'46  in  1902;  24  83  in  1901  ; 

23- 28  in  1900;  25-17  in  1899;  27‘5  in  1898;  30  31  in  1897  ; 

28-18  in  1896;  29-16  in  1895;  25  65  in  1894;  27  71  in  1893  ; 

25- 89  in  1892  ;  and  28‘72  in  1891. 

For  the  South  the  rate  was  20-43  Per  Iooo  as  compared  with 
22-32  in  1907  ;  19-31  in  1906;  23  62  in  1905;  21  ’66  in  1904; 

24- 39  in  1903;  20’66  in  1902  ;  22  3  in  1901;  24  2  in  1900; 

22- 17  in  1899;  24  83  in  1898  ;  23  65  in  1897  ;  24-07  in  1896; 

24-38  in  1895;  23-32  in  1894;  27  29  in  1893  ;  26  83  in  1892; 

and  25  89  in  1891. 

For  the  Whole  district  the  rate  was  20-00  per  1000  as 
compared  with  2 1  * 94  in  1907  ;  21-84  in  190G  ;  22"48  in  1905  ; 

2210  in  1904  ;  23-89  in  1903;  21  -73  in  1902;  23  81  in  1901; 

23- 62  in  1900;  23  91  in  1899;  26-56  in  1898;  27  88  in  1897; 

26- 73  in  1896;  27-75  in  1895;  24-84  in  1894;  27-55  in  1893; 

26-25  in  1892  ;  and  27.5  in  1891, 

The  average  for  the  last  ten  years  is  23-20. 

The  birth  rate  for  the  whole  of  Rural  England  and  Wales 
during  1908  was  26-2. 
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Marriage  Rate. 

During  the  year  159  marriages  were  registered.  This  is  one 
more  than  last  year. 

The  marriage  rate  for  this  year  (or  persons  married  per  1000  of 
the  population)  for  the  district  is  I4'45  per  iooo,  as  compared 
with  14-44  in  1907,  14-81  in  1906,  15-16  in  1905,  14  09  in  1904, 
13-4  in  1903,  11-79  in  1902,  11  83  in  1901,  11-83  in  1900, 
11-32  in  1899,  11-37  in  1898,  12-58  in  1897,  15-47  in  1896, 
10-96  in  1895,  13  in  1824,  12  01  in  1893,  and  12-1  in  1892. 

Deaths  and  Death  Rate. 

The  total  deaths  registered  as  taking  place  within  the  district 
in  1908  were  as  follows  : — 


Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

1907. 

1906. 

1905. 

1904 

North  Sub-district 

71 

73 

144 

143 

140 

164 

163 

South  ,, 

65 

54 

119 

113 

109 

102 

106 

Whole  district 

136 

127 

263 

256 

249 

266 

269 

Recorded  death  rate  per  1000,  based 

on  above  figures 

North  1908 

1907 

1906 

1905 

1904 

1903 

1902 

1901 

Sub- District  1099 

11-07 

1 L  04 

13-27 

13-38 

15-25 

12-99 

13-3 

South  ,,  13  07 

12  61 

12-38 

11-92 

12-61 

11-65 

9-9 

11-4 

Whole  Dis.  1184 

11-70 

11  59 

12-72 

13-07 

13-79 

11-74 

12-53 

The  average  rate  for  the  preceding  10  years  is  13-50. 


Corrected  Death  Rates. 

Of  the  deaths  registered  in  the  North  sub-districts,  16  occurred 
in  the  following  institutions  : — 

Plympton  St.  Mary  Union  Workhouse  ...  13 

Plympton  House  Asylum  ...  ...  ...  2 

Plympton  Home  of  Rest  ...  ...  ...  1 


16 
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Of  these  16  there  were  3  of  persons  not  belonging  to  the 
District,  whilst  there  were  5  “residents”  who  died  in  Institutions 
outside  the  district,  viz.,  3  in  the  South  Devon  and  East  Cornwall 
Hospital,  1  in  the  County  Asylum  at  Exminster,  and  1  in  the 
Plymouth  Workhouse;  so  that  the  actual  number  of  deaths 
amongst  “residents”  in  the  North  district  was  146. 

In  the  South  sub-district  no  death  of  a  non-resident  was 
registered,  but  one  resident  died  in  the  S.D.  &  E.C.  Hospital,  and 
another  in  the  County  Asylum,  so  that  the  correct  number  for  the 
South  is  121. 


After  making  allowance  for  the  foregoing,  the  corrected  death 
rates,  calculated  on  the  deaths  of  residents  only,  are  as  follows  : — 
North  1908  1907  1906  1905  1904  1903  1902  1901 

sub-district  1114  11-38  10'73  13  11  13-21  15-09  12-82  1 3  3 

South  „  13  29  12-94  12  61  12-04  12-61  11  77  9  9  11  4 

Whole  dis.  12  02  12-02  11-5  12-67  12-97  13-74  11  64  12-53 

The  death-rate  for  Rural  England  and  Wales  in  1908  was 
14-7. 


The  corrected  death  rates  for  the  respective  parishes  are  as 
follows  : — but  much  relative  importance  cannot  be  attached  to 
them,  as  the  respective  populations  are  too  small  to  afford  statistics 
of  any  great  value  : — 


1908  1907. 

Weston  Peverell  O'OO  0-00 


Shaugh  Prior 

000 

9-24 

Wembury  ... 

2.00 

6  00 

Harford 

66 

0  00 

Tamerton 

Folliott 

7-82 

11-30 

S.  Budeaux  ... 

8.18 

14-41 

Holbeton 

10  97 

16-86 

Egg  Buckland 

1102 

9  05 

Plympton 

St.  Maurice 

1111 

15-11 

Plymstock  ... 

1908. 

1206 

1907. 

13-94 

Compton 

.  12-65 

20-51 

Plympton 

St.  Mary  ... 

13-30 

10-25 

Brixton 

.  14-47 

12-00 

Revelstoke 

.  15-00 

7-50 

Ermington  .. 

1511 

11-69 

Newton  Ferrers  15‘71 

14-70 

Comwood  ... 

20  00 

11-00 

Yealmpton  .. 

21  00 

13  00 

Bickleigh 

.  22-58 

6-55 

23 

The  deaths  belonging  to  the  district  were  distributed  through¬ 
out  the  year  as  follows  : — 


North  sub.  district.  South  sub.  district.  Whole  district. 


Under 

5 

Over 

5 

Total. 

Under 

5 

Over 

5 

Total. 

Under 

6 

Ovei 

6 

Total. 

1st  quarter 

5 

34 

39 

1 

42 

43 

6 

76 

82 

2nd  quarter 

16 

40 

56 

1 

21 

22 

17 

61 

78 

3rd  quarter 

5 

26 

31 

1 

27 

28 

6 

53 

59 

4th  quarter 

3 

17 

20 

6 

22 

28 

9 

39 

48 

Whole  year 

29 

117 

146 

9 

112 

121 

38 

229 

267 

Classification  of  Causes  of  Death — See  also  Table  IV. 

1908. 

Nth  Sub-  Sth  Sub- 


District 

7  chief 

District 

Total 

1907 

1906 

1905 

1904 

1903 

1902 

Zymotic  Diseases 

8 

2 

10 

21 

23 

18 

19 

28 

15 

Phthisis 

8 

10 

18 

9 

11 

17 

20 

15 

10 

Cancer 

11 

5 

16 

23 

8 

17 

14 

10 

18 

Heart 

9 

12 

21 

33 

29 

32 

34 

31 

25 

*Respiratory  System 

27 

28 

55 

42 

29 

33 

46 

48 

35 

Excluding  Phthisis 

Nervous  System 

14 

18 

32 

31 

23 

31 

31 

28 

38 

Injuries  &  Suicide 

4 

4 

8 

11 

17 

24 

8 

11 

14 

Old  Age 

25 

20 

45 

33 

50 

38 

4:2 

48 

32 

All  other  causes 

40 

22 

62 

60 

57 

55 

53 

60 

46 

Total 

146 

121 

267 

263 

247 

265 

267 

279 

233 

Includes  deaths  from  Influenza. 


The  seven  principal 
Zymotic  Diseases. 
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Deaths  from  the  Seven  Principal  Zymotic  Diseases. 


North  South 
Sub-  Sub- 
District  District 


(Small  Pox  0  0 

Measles  0  0 

Scarlet  Fever  0  0 

Whooping  Cough  4  1 

I  Diphtheria  1  0 

I  Enteric  Fever  1  0 

^Diarrhoea  2  1 

Other  Zymotic 

Diseases  0  0 


Total  8  2 


Total 

0 

0 

0 

5 

1 

1 

3 

0 

10 


1907  1906 
0  0 

1  4 

2  6 

7  4 

6  6 

1  1 

4  2 

3  0 

24  23 


190S  1904  1903  1902  1901 

0  0  0  0  0 

2  2  15  2  3 

2  110  0 

1  6  5  4  0 

2  3  16  2 

3  12  0  1 

7  6  3  3  5 

10  110 
18  19  28  16  11 


The  “  seven  principal  ”  Zymotic  Diseases  caused  10  deaths, 

and  this  gives  a  Zymotic  Death  Rate  of  0‘45  as  compared  with  : — 

1907  1906  1905  1904  1903  1902  1901  1900  1S99 

0-96  1-07  0-86  0-92  1-37  074  0-55  0  93  176 


The  rate  for  Rural  England  and  Wales  in  1908  was  0'99. 


Deaths  from  all  causes  at  various  age  periods. 


1908. 

North 

sub- 

d’st’ct 

Sou  tli 
sub- 
d’st’ct 

1)  tj 
o 

M  V. 

£5 

1907 

1906 

1905 

1904 

1903 

1902 

Under  1  year 

29 

9 

38 

46 

37 

42 

54 

51 

40 

1  year  and 
under  5  years 

8 

5 

13 

21 

20 

12 

20 

26 

11 

5  „  15  ,, 

6 

1 

7 

16 

12 

12 

9 

10 

12 

15  „  25  „ 

4 

5 

9 

8 

8 

17 

16 

15 

10 

25  65 

44 

35 

79 

67 

66 

85 

63 

69 

59 

65  and  upwards 

55 

66 

121 

105 

105 

97 

105 

108 

101 

Totals 

146 

121 

267 

263 

248 

265 

267 

279 

cc 

co 

Cl 
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Of  the  deaths  over  65  there  were:  — 

190S.  1907  1906  1905  1901  1903  1902  1901  1900  1S99  1898 

56  between 

70  and  80  46  46  54  47  46  44  42  56  54  49 

41  between 

80  and  90  31  31  29  29  34  36  31  37  52  29 

5  of  90  and  over  455230  4  732 

Infant  Mortality,  or  deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year — 

This  is  estimated  as  a  ratio  per  1000  births  registered  during 
the  year ;  and  as  these  numbered  444  the  infant  mortality  was 

8558  per  1000. 

1908  1907  1906  1905  1904  1903  1902  1901  1900 

85  58  95-83  78  88  89-36  118  68  105-15  91-95  84-92  103-29 
The  rate  for  Rural  England  and  Wales  during  1908  was  110. 

The  year  has  been  marked  by  the  following  : — 

The  Birth  Rate  has  fallen  below  that  of  last  year  (194  per 
1000),  and  is  3-2  per  T000  below  the  average  for  the  last 
year,  whilst  compared  with  that  of  Rural  England  and 
Wales  it  is  6-2  per  1000  lower. 

It  is  slightly  higher  in  the  Southern  district  than  in  the 
Northern. 

The  fall  in  the  Birth  Rate  is  rendered  less  serious  by  the  fact 
that  there  is  a  very  considerable  fall  in  the  Infant  Mortality,  on 
which  I  comment  in  a  later  paragraph. 

The  Death  Rate  is  again  a  very  low  one,  curiously  being 
exactly  the  same  as  last  year,  viz.,  12-02  per  1000.  It  is 
T42  below  the  average  of  the  last  ten  years,  and  as 
comf  ared  with  that  for  Rural  England  and  Wales  for  1908  it  is 
2-68  per  1000  lower.  The  deaths  from  Respiratory  Diseases 
shew  a  marked  rise  on  that  of  last  year,  no  doubt  due  to  the 
epidemic  of  Influenza  which  prevailed  in  the  early  part  of 
the  year,  and  which  fell  with  marked  severity  on  old  people. 
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The  Infant  Mortality. — There  is  a  marked  and  very  grati¬ 
fying  fall  in  this  as  compared  with  that  of  last  year,  the  rate 
being  85'58,  which  is  10  25  less.  As  compared  with  the 
average  of  the  past  ten  years  the  reduction  is  still  more 
marked,  for  it  is  22‘72  per  1000.  This  represents  a  very 
considerable  save  in  infant  life,  and  must  be  taken  as  a 
set-off  against  the  lessened  Birth  Rate.  It  is  a  curious  and 
welcome  fact  that  when  the  Birth  Rate  is  low  the  infant 
mortality  is  low.  This  suggests  that  the  value  placed  upon 
infant  life  is  in  inverse  proportion  to  the  number  born, 
or  it  may  be  due  to  the  fact  that  with  fewer  infants  there  is 
greater  capability  of  providing  them  with  proper  and 
nutritious  food,  for  it  cannot  too  often  be  repeated  that  a 
large  proportion  of  the  infant  mortality  is  directly  due  to 
improper  feeding. 

A  reference  to  Table  V.  will  shew  that  the  deaths  of  12  of  the 
38  babies  who  died  during  the  year  were  due  to  premature  birth 
or  congenital  defects  or  injury.  Perhaps  most  of  these  were  un¬ 
avoidable,  but  I  cannot  shut  my  eyes  to  the  probability  that  some 
of  the  premature  births  were  directly  or  indirectly  induced,  for 
there  is  still  a  somewhat  widely-spread  desire  to  avoid  the 
responsibilities  of  a  family,  except  amongst  that  section  of  the 
population  in  whom  such  a  desire  might  perhaps  be  tolerated. 
I  refer,  of  course,  to  the  unthrifty,  the  immoral,  the  drunken, 
the  physically  deformed,  the  mentally  oblique,  and  most  of  all  to 
the  imported  alien.  As  bearing  on  this  it  is  noticeable  that 
whilst  the  deaths  amongst  legitimate  children  was  Vl3  of  those 
born,  those  amongst  the  illegitimate  amounted  to  %  ! ! 

Whooping  Cough.  Although  this  disease  was  prevalent  in 
Cornwood  and  the  adjacent  parishes  in  the  early  part  of  the 
year  I  have  only  to  record  5  deaths  from  it,  of  these  three 
occurred  in  Cornwood,  one  in  St.  Budeaux,  and  one  in 
Plymstock.  All  the  cases  were  in  children  under  the 
age  of  2  years. 

Measles.  No  death  was  recorded  under  this  disease. 
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Puerperal  Fever.  It  is  gratifying  to  report  that  no  death  was 
certified  as  due  to  this  disease. 

Enteric  Fever.  Five  cases  were  notified,  of  which  one  was 
fatal.  The  first  case  was  in  May,  a  child  aged  8,  in  the 
parish  of  St.  Budeaux  ;  the  2nd  in  May,  a  child  aged  11,  also 
in  St.  Budeaux ;  the  3rd  in  August,  a  child  aged  7,  in  Egg 
Buckland ;  the  4th  in  November,  a  sailor  aged  22,  in 
Cornwood  ;  and  the  5th  in  December,  a  youth  aged  18,  in 
Egg  Buckland.  The  3rd  case  terminated  fatally. 

In  all  cases  careful  investigations  were  made  to  discover  any 
local  causes,  and  although  there  were  at  some  of  the  houses 
certain  sanitary  defects  which  may  have  had  a  depressing  effect  on 
the  occupiers,  yet  in  none  of  these  could  I  discover  any  cause 
sufficiently  well  marked  to  be  definitely  assigned  as  producing  the 
disease. 

It  is  to  be  noted  that  the  father  of  the  child  who  died  had 
himself  suffered  from  the  same  disease  12  months  ago. 

One  of  the  cases  because  of  insufficient  accommodation  and 
unsatisfactory  nursing  was  removed  to  the  Plymouth  Boro’ 
Hospital  and  remained  there  34  days,  at  a  total  cost  of  ,£10  13  0. 

Each  of  the  cases  occurred  in  houses  widely  separated,  and  in 
all  cases  the  water  supply  was  the  public  one. 

In  the  5  infected  houses  there  were  27  other  people  (12  adults 
and  15  children)  living,  and  as  is  generally  found  in  cottage  homes 
the  mother  in  each  house  had  to  do  much  of  the  nursing  as  well 
as  the  cooking.  It  therefore  says  a  great  deal  for  the  care  taken 
in  the  nursing  of  the  patients  and  for  the  attention  given  to  the 
directions  imposed  that  in  no  cottage  did  a  secondary  case  occur. 

Diarrhoea.  Only  three  deaths  were  assigned  to  this  disease. 
This  is  very  gratifying  as  this  disease  is  one  of  the  most  fatal 
to  which  infants  are  subject.  They  occurred  in  Revelstoke, 
Plympton  St.  Mary,  and  Plympton  St.  Maurice. 
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Anthrax.  Notices  of  cases  of  anthrax  in  cattle  were  received  as 
follows  : — January,  at  Egg  Buckland  ;  February,  at  Holbeton  ; 
March,  at  Egg  Buckland;  May,  at  Cornwood,  and  in  June 
at  Elburton. 

In  all  cases  the  carcases  of  the  infected  animals  were  burnt, 
and  the  premises  disinfected  and  limewashed  under  the  direction 
of  the  Police. 

Diphtheria.  During  the  year  I  received  notification  of  26  cases, 
as  compared  with  43  in  1907.  They  were  widely  distributed 
both  as  to  dates  and  positions  as  shewn  in  the  following 
tables  ;  but  as  in  last  year  the  great  majority  were  in  the 
Northern  District. 


The  cases  occurred  as  follows  : — 


January  ... 
February 


March 

April 

May 

June 


July 

September 

November 

December 


4  viz.  2  in  St.  Budeaux ;  1  in  Plympton 
St.  Maurice  ;  1  in  Bickleigh. 

4  ,,  1  in  St.  Budeaux;  1  in  Egg  Buck- 

land  ;  1  in  Tamerton  ;  1  in 
Plympton  St.  Mary. 

1  ,,  1  in  Tamerton. 

2  ,,  1  in  St.  Budeaux  ;  1  in  Egg  Buck- 

land. 

1  .,1  in  Plympton  St.  Maurice. 

G  ,,  4  in  Plympton  St.  Maurice  (3  in 

one  house.) 

2  in  Ermington  (both  in  one 
house.) 

1  ,,  1  in  Plympton  St.  Maurice. 

1  „  1  in  Shaugh  Prior. 

5  ,,  2  in  St.  Budeaux  ;  3  in  Egg  Buck- 

land  (all  in  one  house.) 

1  „  1  in  Ermington. 
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Egg  Buckland 


viz. 

St.  Budeaux  ...  6  „ 

Plympton  St.  Maurice  7  „ 

Plympton  St.  Mary  1  ,, 
Tamerton  Folliott  2  ,, 

Shaugh  Prior  ...  1  ,, 

Bickleigh  ...  1  ,, 

Ermington  ...  3  ,, 

26 
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1  in  Feb.  ;  1  in  April  ;  3  in  Nov¬ 
ember. 

2  in  Jan. ;  1  in  Feb.  ;  1  in  April  ; 
2  in  Nov. 

1  in  Jan.  ;  1  in  May ;  4  in  June ; 

1  in  July. 

1  in  Feb. 

1  in  Feb.  ;  1  in  March. 

1  in  September. 

1  in  Jan. 

2  in  June  and  1  in  December. 


The  age  distribution  again  shews  the  marked  influence  of  the 
disease  in  children  attending  schools  : — 

Under  1  year  ...  ...  ...  0 

,,  3  years,  2;  4  years,  3  ...  ...  5 

School  D  yea,s'  p  «>"ars'  V,7nrearS’  'ft  „ 

Ages  4  8  yearS’  1;  9  years>  3i  10  years,  IV  17 

°  (ll  years,  2  ;  14  years,  1  ...  ...  ) 

The  ages  of  the  other  cases  were  21,  36,  38,  &  48  4 
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The  number  of  infected  houses  was  21.  In  one  house  there 
were  2  cases,  and  in  two  houses  there  were  3. 

In  these  21  houses  there  were  90  people  (50  adults  and  40 
children),  and  in  none  of  them  did  a  secondary  case  occur.  The 
instances  in  which  more  than  one  case  appeared  in  one  house 
were  simultaneous. 

In  every  case  full  inquiries  were  made  as  to  probability  of 
exposure  to  previous  infection,  but  in  none  could  it  be  proved. 
Of  course,  it  does  not  follow  that  no  such  exposure  occurred,  for 
Diphtheria  is  a  disease  which  is  peculiarly  liable  to  be  spread  by  a 
person  who  is  apparently  in  a  healthy  condition  ;  and  in  these 
days  when  opportunities  of  contact  are  so  numerous,  it  is  almost 
impossible  to  say  how  and  when  a  case  of  Diphtheria  arises. 
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I  can  only  say  that  the  St.  Budeaux  cases  appeared  in  houses 
near  those  in  which  many  occurred  in  1907,  and  abutting  on 
roads  which  are  still  a  “  Disgrace  to  a  Civilized  Community.”  1 
am,  however,  glad  to  say  that  these  roads  will  very  soon  be  put 
into  good  order. 

Of  the  26  cases,  many  were  serious,  but  only  one  proved 
fatal,  viz.,  that  in  a  child,  aged  8,  in  Plympton  St.  Maurice. 

Twenty  of  the  cases  were  treated  by  injection  of  Antitoxin. 
One  of  the  patients,  a  sailor,  aged  36,  was  removed  to  the  Royal 
Naval  Hospital ;  and  two  patients,  aged  respectively  21  and  48, 
because  of  the  difficulties  of  nursing  and  isolation  in  the  infected 
houses,  were  removed  to  the  Plymouth  Borough  Isolation 
Hospital.  One  of  these  remained  there  27  days,  at  a  total  cost 
^9  2s.  6d.,  and  the  other  18  days,  at  a  cost  of  ^5  12s.  Od. 


Scarlet  Fever.  Only  15  cases  of  this  disease  were  reported 
during  the  year  as  compared  with  41  in  1907.  Of  the  15 
there  were  7  in  the  North  District  and  8  in  the  South,  and 
none  of  these  were  fatal  One  case  which  occurred  in  a 
soldier’s  house  was  removed  by  the  Army  authorities  to  the 
,  Borough  Hospital  of  Plymouth. 

Distribution  throughout  the  year  was  as  follows  : — 


January 

3 

viz. 

2  in  Plympton  St.  Mary;  1  in  Plymstock. 

February 

1 

viz. 

1  in  Plymstock. 

March 

2 

viz. 

1  in  Yealmpton  ;  1  in  Holbeton 

May 

1 

viz. 

1  in  Plympton  St.  Maurice. 

June 

1 

viz. 

1  in  Plympton  St.  Mary. 

September 

2 

viz. 

1  in  Plympton  St.  Mary ;  1  in  Plympton 

St.  Maurice. 

November 

4 

viz. 

4  in  Plymstock. 

December 

1 

viz. 

1  in  Plympton  St.  Mary. 

15 
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Parochially  there  were  : — 


5  in  Plympton  St.  Mary 

viz 

2  in  January  ;  1  in  June  ;  1  in 

September;  1  in  December 

6  in  Plymstock 

viz. 

1  in  January  ;  1  in  February  ; 

4  in  November. 

2  in  Plympton  St. Maurice 

viz. 

1  in  May  ;  1  in  September. 

1  in  Yealmpton 

viz. 

1  In  March. 

1  in  Holbeton 

viz. 

1  in  March. 

15 

The  age  distribution  was  : — 

2  years,  1  ;  3  years,  2  ...  ...  ...  3 

School  age — 5  years,  3  ;  6  years,  2  ;  7  years,  2  ; 

8  years,  1  ;  9  years,  1  ;  10  years,  1  ;  11  years,  1  11 

16  years  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

15 

The  number  of  infected  houses  was  13,  which  were  inhabited 
by  63  people  (28  adults  and  35  children^,  and  in  no  house  did 
the  disease  spread,  except  in  one  where  a  second  case  occurred, 
in  spite  of  a  fair  attempt  at  isolation  of  the  first.  From  a  con¬ 
sideration  of  the  cases  of  the  disease  which  have  occurred  during 
the  last  few  years,  I  have  no  doubt  we  are  just  now  experiencing 
a  type  of  Scarlet  Fever,  which  is  not  only  milder  in  type,  but 
considerably  less  infectious  than  it  was  many  years  ago.  Whether 
such  a  change  is  a  permanent  one  or  no  will,  however,  only  be 
proved  by  future  events.  I  am,  however,  quite  convinced  that 
the  infectivity  of  Scarlet  Fever  is  much  more  marked  in  the  first 
few  days  of  the  disease  than  it  is  in  the  later  stages  when  the 
patient  is  peeling.  There  is,  on  the  other  hand,  so  much  possi¬ 
bility  of  infectious  cases  (because  of  the  discharges  from  the  nose 
and  ears)  being  allowed  to  get  about  too  soon,  that  I  continue 
to  insist  on  the  usual  period  of  six  weeks’  isolation,  or  until  all 
peeling  has  ceased. 
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Small  Pox.  No  case  occurred  during  the  year 

Vaccination.  As  far  as  I  can  gather  there  are  comparatively 
few  objectors  to  vaccination  in  our  district,  although  it  must 
be  admitted  that  in  the  particular  part  bordering  on  the  Three 
Towns,  there  are  several  people  who,  although  technically 
obeying  the  law,  yet  are  practically  content  to  have  their 
children  inefficiently  vaccinated,  for  they  can,  unfortunately, 
obtain  from  some  few  doctors  a  Certificate  of  Successful 
Vaccination  after  the  production  of  one  mark.  Now  if  there 
is  one  thing  about  vaccination  more  proved  than  another,  it 
is  that  it  protects  against  small  pox  exactly  in  proportion  as 
it  is  fully  and  efficiently  done,  and  I  therefore  think  the  time 
has  come  when  there  should  be  a  distinct  legal  definition  of 
successful  vaccination,  and  personally  I  would  have  it  defined 
as  the  production  of  at  least  three  typical  vesicles. 

If  such  vaccination  were  thoroughly  carried  out  in  infants,  and 
re-enforced  by  re-vaccination  in  young  adult  life,  there  is  no  doubt 
that  small  pox  would  become  as  extinct  as  the  dodo  ;  for  although 
“sanitation  has  done  splendid  work  ”  yet  “  the  finest  sanitation 
will  not  make  a  man  proof  against  a  dose  of  strychnine,  nor  will  the 
highest  hygienic  conditions  make  him  secure  against  a  sufficient 
dose  of  the  virulent  poison  of  variola.”  There  is  one  precaution 
and  Qne  safeguard  only,  and  it  is  the  weapon  called  vaccination. 

Cancer.  Sixteen  deaths  were  due  to  this  disease  as  against  23  in 
11)07.  Of  these,  11  were  in  the  North  and  5  in  the  South. 
The  ages  at  death  varied  from  25  to  S2,  the  average  age  at 
death  being  60. 

They  were  distributed  as  follows  : — 

Plympton  St.  Mary  5,  Plympton  St.  Maurice  3,  Plymstock  3, 
Brixton  1,  Bickleigh  1,  St.  Budeaux  1,  Revelstoke  1,  and 
Corn  wood  1. 

I  cannot  help  referring  here  to  the  continued  efforts  which  are 
being  made  to  discover  the  cause  and  the  cure  of  cancer.  In 
spite  of  frequent  disappointment  there  is,  I  am  glad  to  say,  no  lack 
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of  enthusiastic  workers  in  this  field  of  research,  and  the  evidence 
so  far  given  before  the  Commission  on  Vivisection  proves  that  the 
men  engaged  in  the  work  are  actuated  by  the  highest  and  most 
humane  motives 

Phthisis.  I  regret  to  have  to  record  18  deaths  from  Phthisis, 
as  against  9  in  1907.  The  parochial  distribution  of  the 
cases  was  as  follows  : — Holbeton,  4  ;  Plymstock,  3  ;  Brixton, 
2  ;  Compton,  1  ;  Plympton  St.  Mary,  3  ;  Egg  Buckland,  2  ; 
St.  Budeaux,  1  ;  Cornwood,  1  ;  Newton  Ferrers,  1. 

Of  these  12  were  males,  aged  respectively  17,  17,  26,  27,  31, 
36,  36,  36,  38,  42,  72  and  73  ;  and  6  were  females,  whose  ages 
were  23,  27,  30,  33,  44  and  54.  It  is  thus  seen  that  the  great 
majority  who  suffer  from  this  disease  do  so  at  what  is  the  most 
valuable  time  of  life,  and  this  intensifies  the  national  importance 
of  doing  everything  that  is  possible  to  lessen  the  ravages  of  this 
terrible  disease.  We  hear  on  all  sides  much  about  “  sanatorium 
treatment,”  yet  admirable  and  frequently  successful  as  that  is,  we 
must  never  forget  that  with  Phthisis  the  two  most  important  lines 
to  follow  are  “  Prevention  is  better  than  Cure  ”  and  “  Cleanliness 
is  next  to  Godliness.”  Prevention  and  cleanliness  go  hand  in 
hand,  and  in  proportion  as  the  latter  is  enforced  or  followed,  so 
will  the  former  be  apparent  ;  and  by  cleanliness  I  mean  a  aood 
deal  more  than  is  sometimes  thought,  for  I  mean  by  it  absence  of 
dirt,”  whether  obvious  or  concealed.  Now  the  first  thing  to 
make  ‘  dirt  ”  obvious  is  to  have  plenty  of  light,  and  of  all  light 
God’s  sunlight  is  the  best,  the  cheapest,  and  the  easiest  to  obtain. 
Sunlight  is  also  fortunately  a  most  powerful  disinfectant,  or 
rather  destroyer  of  disease  germs,  and  especially  of  that  bacillus 
to  which  consumption  is  due  ;  on  the  other  hand,  the  bacillus 
delights  in  dark,  dusty,  damp  and  stuffy  places.  The  other  most 
powerful  destroyer  of  the  consumption  germ  is  fresh  air,  and  I 
therefore  feel  that  the  best  way  to  prevent  consumption  is  to  do 
everything  we  can  to  make  our  houses  as  much  like  sanatoriums 
as  possible  by  providing  every  facility  for  the  entrance  to  them  of 
sunlight  and  fresh  air,  and  if  in  addition  to  these  we  could  also 
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feed  our  poor  more  abundantly,  or  rather  more  rationally,  than 
we  do,  we  should  do  a  very  great  deal  to  lessen  the  disastrous 
effects  of  this  widespread  disease. 

For  a  long  time  past  there  has  been  discussed  the  question  as 
to  whether  Phthisis  should  be  compulsorily  notifiable  like  some 
other  infectious  diseases.  There  is  much  to  be  said  for  and 
against  such  compulsion,  and  the  experiment  which  has  now 
been  initiated  by  the  Local  Government  Board  will  be  watched 
with  much  interest.  On  and  after  January  1st,  1909,  all  Poor 
Law  Medical  Officers  are  compelled  to  report  to  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  all  cases  of  Phthisis  occurring  in  people  re¬ 
ceiving  Poor  Law  Medical  Attendance,  and  the  Council  will,  on 
the  advice  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  : — 

(i)  take  all  such  measures,  or  do  all  such  things  as  are 

authorised,  in  any  case  of  infectious  disease,  or  of 
dangerous  infectious  diseases,  by  any  enactment 
relating  to  public  health,  and  as  have  reference  to 
the  destruction  and  disinfection  of  infected  articles, 
or  the  cleansing  or  disinfecting  of  premises  ; 

(ii)  take  all  such  measures  or  do  all  such  things  as  are  ap¬ 

propriate  and  necessary  for  the  safe  disposal  or 
destruction  of  infectious  material,  produced  and  dis- 
,  charged,  as  a  result  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  ;  and 

otherwise  for  the  prevention  of  the  spread  of  infection 
from  any  such  material ; 

(iii)  afford  or  supply  all  such  assistance,  facilities,  or  articles 

as,  within  such  reasonable  limits  as  the  circumstances 
of  the  case  require  and  allow,  will  obviate,  or  remove, 
or  diminish  the  risk  of  infection  arising  from  the  con¬ 
ditions  affecting  the  use  or  occupation  of  any  room, 
when  used  or  occupied  by  the  poor  person  as  a 
sleeping  apartment  ;  and 

(iv)  furnish,  for  the  use  of  the  poor  person,  on  loan,  or  other¬ 

wise,  any  appliance,  apparatus,  or  utensil  which  will 
be  of  assistance  for  the  purpose  of  any  precaution 
against  the  spread  of  infection. 
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(3.)  A  Council,  on  the  advice  of  their  Medical  Officer  of 
Health,  may  provide  and  publish  or  distribute  in  the  form  of 
placards,  handbills,  or  leaflets,  suitable  summaries  of  informa¬ 
tion  and  instruction  respecting  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  and 
the  precautions  to  be  taken  against  the  spread  of  infection  from 
that  disease. 

From  the  foregoing  it  will  be  seen  that  the  Council  has  yery 
important  and  far-reaching  powers,  although  by 

Article  IX. — (1)  Nothing  in  these  Regulations  shall  have, 
effect  so  as  to  apply,  or  so  as  to  authorise  or  require  a  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  or  a  Council,  or  any  other  person  or  authority, 
directly  or  indirectly,  to  put  in  force  with  respect  to  any  poor  per¬ 
son,  in  relation  to  whom  a  notification  in  pursuance  of  these 
Regulations  has  been  posted  to  a  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  any 
enactment  which  renders  the  poor  person,  or  a  person  in  charge  of 
the  poor  person,  or  any  other  person,  liable  to  a  penalty,  or  sub¬ 
jects  the  poor  person  to  any  restriction,  prohibition,  or  disability, 
affecting  himself,  or  his  employment,  occupation,  means  of 
livelihood  or  residence,  on  the  ground  of  his  suffering  from 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 

For  some  time  past  I  have  always  on  hearing  of  a  death  from 
Phthisis  endeavoured  to  get  the  rooms,  &c.  occupied  by  the 
deceased  person  properly  disinfected,  but  the  cases  are  relatively 
few  in  which  notification  of  such  death  reaches  me  sufficiently 
early  to  carry  out  disinfection  before  the  room  is  again  occupied 
and  brought  into  use.  I  think  it  would  be  a  useful  addition  to  the 
order  if  a  clause  were  inserted  compelling  the  registrar  of  deaths 
to  inform  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  immediately  he  registers 
a  death  from  Phthisis 

The  effects  of  the  order  will  be  to  enable  the  Conncil  to  provide 
for  the  admission  of  a  case. of  early  Phthisis  to  a  Sanatorium.  I 
say  *•  early  ”  for  it  is  now  conclusively  proved  that  such  treatment 
is  of  benefit  exactly  in  proportion  as  it  is  begun  during  the  early 
stages  of  the  disease. 
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Tuberculosis  in  Cattle.  Early  in  January  suspicion  was 
aroused  at  the  condition  of  a  cow  used  for  milking  purposes. 
I  requested  the  Veterinary  Inspector  to  visit  and  examine  the 
cow,  but  before  he  could  do  so,  the  cow  had  been  removed. 

Schools  and  School  Inspection.  The  year  has  seen  the 
commencement  of  what  is  bound  to  become  a  most  important 
factor  in  the  education  and  care  of  the  children  of  the 
nation.  I  refer  to  the  medical  inspection  cf  all  children 
in  public  elementary  schools.  What  the  ultimate  result  of 
this  will  be  it  is  impossible  to  fortell.  One  thing,  however, 
seems  inevitable,  and  it  is  that  the  physical  defects  and 
diseases  discovered  will  have  to  be,  in  the  majority  of  cases, 
remedied  at  the  cost  of  the  State,  either  by  a  very  large 
extension  of  the  work  of  Poor  Law  Medical  Officers,  or  by 
men  appointed  for  the  purpose.  For  the  immediate  present 
the  energies  of  the  school  officers  are  almost  confined  to  the 
simple  inspection  and  examination  of  the  children,  and  these 
have  revealed  a  very  considerable  amount  of  disease. 

I  speak  here  only  from  knowledge  derived  from  the  newspapers, 
for  although  the  Act  presupposed  that  the  local  M.O.H.  would, 
either  be  the  Inspecting  Officer,  or  that  those  who  were  appointed, 
would  act  under  his  supervision,  yet,  up  to  the  present,  I  have 
had  no  official  intimation  that  such  officers  have  even  been 
appointed.  But,  perhaps,  time  will  remedy  this  anomalous  state 
of  affairs.  Personally,  I  very  much  regret  that  the  County 
Council  of  Devon  did  not  appoint  as  School  Officers  those  of 
the  existing  local  Medical  Officers  of  Health,  who  were  willing  to 
undertake  the  work.  If  that  had  been  done  it  would  have  been 
a  great  step  forward,  as  it  would  do  much  in  preparing  the  way 
for  the  appointment  of  whole-time  Medical  Officers  of  Health, 
who  would  then  be,  as  they  ought  to  be,  independent  of  private 
medical  practice  or  local  prejudice. 

The  present  position  is  one  which  I  call  anomalous,  because 
at  present  by  the  orders  of  the  L.G.B.  I  have  to  report  on,  and 
am,  to  certain  extent,  responsible  for  the  sanitary  conditions  of 
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the  schools,  and  am  the  only  legally  qualified  officer  who  can 
advise  the  District  Council  to  close  a  school ;  whilst,  on  the  other 
hand,  there  is  an  officer  appointed  by  the  County  Council 
to  inspect  the  scholars,  over  whom  I  have  no  authority, 
and  this  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  in  the  recent  circular  letter 
issued  to  me  by  the  L.G.B.,  it  is  stated  that  “it  is  anticipated 
that  in  most  districts  the  work  will,  in  accordance  with  the  advice 
of  the  Board  of  Education,  be  carried  out  under  the  supervision  of 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  area  of  the  local  Sanitary 
Authority,  or  at  all  events  in  close  co  operation  with  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  of  this  sanitary  area.  Where  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  is  also  School  Medical  Officer  under  the  Code 
of  Regulations  for  Public  Elementary  Schools,  190S,  it  may  be 
convenient  that  the  Annual  Report  which  he  is  required  to  make 
in  the  latter  capacity,  should  be  issued  together  with  his  Annual 
Report  on  the  Plealth  of  the  District.”  Under  the  existing 
circumstances  I  can  only  report  on  the  schools,  and  must,  there¬ 
fore,  refer  the  Council  to  another  officer  for  a  report  on  the 
scholars. 

There  are  31  Public  Elementary  Schools  in  the  District,  and 
the  average  number  of  scholars  attending  them  is  2956.  The 
schools  vary  much  in  size,  the  smallest  being  that  at  Harford  with 
12  scholars,  whilst  at  the  Geason  Schools  in  Plympton  St.  Mary 
there  is  an  average  attendance  of  just  over  300  Many  of  them 
are  mixed,  i.e.,  schools  at  which  boys  and  girls  attend,  whilst  some 
are  devoted  exclusively  to  one  or  other  sex. 

In  the  great  majority  of  cases  the  water  supply  is  good, 
being  taken  from  the  local  public  sources.  In  the  remainder  the 
supplies  are  either  from  wells,  pumps,  or  stored  rain-water,  and  in 
some  cases  is  insufficient  in  quantity. 

Generally  speaking  the  drainage  is  good,  and  where  possible 
the  drains  are  connected  with  the  local  public  sewers;  but  in 
some  cases  they  have  to  discharge  into  cess-pits. 
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The  majority  of  the  schools  are  provided  with  water-closets,  all 
of  which  are,  however,  not  sufficiently  flushed — owing  to  inefficient 
supply  of  water.  In  a  good  number  of  cases  the  flushing  is  done 
automatically,  whilst  in  others  it  has  to  be  done  by  an  attendant. 
In  other  schools  bucket  closets  are  provided, 

Marked  improvements  have,  during  the  past  year,  been  made  in 
the  closet  accommodation  and  drainage  at  Oreston  and  Tamerton 
schools.  At  Newton  Ferrers  considerable  improvements  are 
necessary,  but  are  being  postponed  until  a  more  satisfactory  and 
increased  public  water  supply  is  provided. 


The  Milk  Supply  of  the  District.  The  District  is  a  very- 
important  milk  producing  one,  and  the  administration  of  the 
Dairies  and  Cowsheds  Order  is  therefore  carried  out  carefully7. 
A  reference  to  the  Report  of  the  Inspector  will  shew  that  a 
great  deal  of  work  has  been  done.  The  majority  of  the  ship- 
pens  comply  with  the  regulations,  and  the  dairies,  as  a  rule, 
are  well  kept  and  clean.  It  sometimes  requires  a  great  deal 
of  consideration  as  to  whether  an  old  shippen  which  does  not 
quite  comply  with  the  regulations  shall  be  allowed  to  be 
continued  in  use,  but  I  always  endeavour  to  temper  justice 
with  mercy,  and,  provided  the  structural  alterations  desirable 
are  not  absolutely  necessary,  I  advise  the  Inspector  not  to 
press  them.  The  regulations  are  however  rigidly  enforced  in 
all  new  shippens,  and  I  have  reason  to  think  that  they  are 
forming  so  good  an  object  lesson  that  in  time  we  shall  find  all 
the  older  shippens  abandoned.  It  must  also  be  remembered 
that  in  our  district  the  cows  spend  the  greater  part  of  their 
time  in  the  open  air,  and  the  fact  that  during  the  year  only 
one  suspicious  case  of  Tuberculosis  was  brought  toour*notice 
justifies  the  assumption  that  the  conditions  under  which  the 
cows  are  housed  are,  generally  speaking,  good.  Personally, 
I  think  that  the  purity  of  the  milk  depends  very  much  more 
upon  the  care  with  which  the  milking  is  done  and  the  milk 
stored,  than  upon  any  structural  conditions  of  the  shippens, 
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and  I  would  therefore  have  great  attention  given  to  the 
cleaning  of  the  cows’  udders,  the  cleaning  of  the  milk-cans, 
and  the  scrupulous  cleanliness  of  the  milker.  Perhaps  this 
latter  is  the  most  difficult  to  obtain,  as  the  ordinary  milker  is 
frequently  a  careless  man.  In  rural  districts  it  would  be  well 
if  the  necessity  for  cleanliness  in  milking  were  made  part  of 
the  process  of  the  education  of  those  who  are  to  be  the  agri¬ 
cultural  labourers  of  the  future. 

It  is  frequently  said,  and  justly  so,  that  a  considerable  amount 
of  disease  is  produced  by  contaminated  milk,  but  on  the  other 
hand  it  is  often  forgotten  that  such  contamination  more  often  than 
not  arises  from  the  way  in  which  the  milk  is  kept  by  the  retailer 
or  the  consumer. 


FABLE  1. — For  Whole  District. 
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Notes. — (a)  Deaths  of  residents  occurring  beyond  the  district  are  included  in  sub-columns  (c)  of  the  table,  and  those  of 
non-residents  registered  in  the  district  excluded. 

(6)  Deaths  of  residents  occurring  in  public  institutions  are  allotted  to  the  respective  localities,  according  to  previous 
addresses  of  the  deceased. 


TABLE  III. 

Cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  Notified  during  the  Year  1908. 


Isolation  Hospitals  used— The  Plympton  St.  Mary  Small-pox  Hospital,  Lee  Mill,  Plympton. 

The  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital  of  the  Plymouth  Town  Council. 


Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  Year  igo8,  excluding  deaths  of  non-residents. 
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Table  IV. —  Continued. 
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TABLE  V. 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY  DURING  THE  YEAR  1908. 

Deaths  from  stated  causes  in  Weeks  and  Months  tinder  One  Year  of  Age. 
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Births  in  the  vrar  I  Legitimate  ...  423.  Population  estimated  to  middle  of  1908  ...  22200. 

y  \  Illegitimate  ...  21.  Deaths  from  all  causes  at  all  ages  ...  267. 

Deaths  in  the  year  of  Legitimate  Infants  ...  33. 

,,  Illegitimate  ,,  .  5. 


TABLE  VI. 

Shewing  the  number  of  Deaths  from  principal  Zymotic  Diseases  in  the  Distiict  from  1884 

up  to  and  including  1908. 
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Of  these,  two  occurred  in  the  Plymouth  Borough  Hospital.  fThis  occurred  in  the  Plymouth  Borough  Hospital. 

JOf  these  one  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,, 


49 


TABLE  VII. 

Quarterly  Distribution  of  Cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  with 
the  Deaths  therefrom. 


NOTIFIABLE.— Cases  and  Deaths  therefrom. 
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NON-NO  flFI  ABLE'— Deaths 

only. 

Measles 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

4 

... 

... 

5 

Diarrhoea 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

2 

1 

3 

Influenza 

10 

3 

2 

15 

Phthisis 

6 

4 

6 

2 

18 

Total  . 

17 

11 

8 

5 

... 
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TABLE  X. 

Table  showing  Parochial  Distribution  of  Deaths,  from  Zymotic  Diseases,  Phthisis,  and  Cancer. 
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N.B. — The  Death  from  Phthisis  in  the  Workouse  was  a  resident  of  Plympton  St.  Maurice.  The  Death  from  Phthisis  assigned  to  Compton 
'took  place  in  the  County  Asylum.  The  Death  from  Cancer  in  the  Workhouse  was  a  resident  of  Plympton  St.  Mary. 


TABLE  XI. 

Table  showing  Parochial  Distribution  of  Deaths  from  Zymotic  Diseases,  Phthisis,  and  Cancer — Continued. 
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METHODS  OF  DEALING  WITH  INFECTIOUS 

DISEASES. 

The  Infectious  Diseases  Notification  Act  and  the  Infectious 
Diseases  Prevention  Act  are  in  force  in  the  district.  Immedi¬ 
ately  I  receive  a  notification  of  an  infectious  disease  I  send 
printed  instructions  (applicable  to  the  notified  disease)  to  the 
householder,  and  this  is  followed  by  a  visit  from  the  Sanitary 
Inspector,  who  supplies  disinfectants  and  sees  that  the  patient 
is  isolated  as  well  as  the  circumstances  of  the  house  will  permit, 
and  in  cases  where  I  deem  it  advisable  I  urge  the  removal  of 
the  patient  to  the  Plymouth  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital,  with 
the  owners  of  which  the  District  Council  have  an  agreement 
by  which  patients  can  be  taken  there  at  a  charge  of  £2  2s, 
per  week  and  cost  of  ambulance.  In  such  cases,  as  it  seems 
necessary,  I  also  visit  the  house  and  impress  the  importance 
of  attention  to  the  printed  instructions.  Where  an  epidemic 
appears  I  have  public  notices  fixed  in  the  neighbourhood.  So 
soon  as  the  patient  has  recovered,  or  been  removed,  measures 
for  disinfection  are  carried  out.  The  measures  employed  are 
fumigation  of  rooms  and  bedding  and  clothes  with  sulphur  or 
formalin,  washing  of  floor  and  clothes  in  “  sanitary  fluid  ”  and 
when  necessary,  destruction  of  infectious  bedding  and  clothes. 
Disinfectants  (fluid  and  soap)  are  supplied  gratuitously  from 
certain  specified  stations  throughout  the  district  For  list  of 
these  stations  see  last  page  of  this  report. 

The  facts  mentioned  under  the  paragraphs  relating  to  scarlet 
fever  and  diphtheria  prove  that  in  the  vast  majority  of  cases  the 
directions  as  to  isolation  are  obeyed,  and  that  the  measures  taken 
for  disinfection  are  generally  successful. 

Small  Pox.  For  dealing  with  cases  of  this  disease  the 
Council  possesses  a  good  hospital. 

The  hospital  is  a  well-constructed  building  of  wood  and 
iron,  and  situated  in  an  isolated  position  on  the  road  between 
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Lee  Mill  Bridge  and  Sparkwell.  It  has  four  separate  pavilions 
with  connecting  passages,  and  there  are  two  large  wards  with 
four  beds  each,  and  two  small  observation  wards  with  two  beds 
each,  in  addition  there  is  an  administrative  block  with  rooms 
for  the  doctor,  the  matron,  and  the  nurses.  There  is  also 
a  detached  building  appropriately  divided  as  a  mortuary,  an 
ambulance  shed,  a  fumigating  chamber,  and  a  wash-house. 

There  is  a  good  well  in  the  adjoining  land,  from  which 
properly  distributed  cold  and  hot  water  supplies  are  carried 
throughout  the  building.  Each  ward  is  provided  with  its  own 
bath-room  and  closet. 

There  is  also  a  caretaker’s  cottage  occupied  by  a  man  and 
his  wife,  who  are  under  obligation  to  act  (when  occasion  arises) 
respectively  as  attendant  and  cook. 

During  the  year  the  whole  of  the  exterior  of  the  Isolation 
Hospital  at  Lee  Mill  has  been  painted.  This  not  only  improves 
its  appearance,  but  will  act  as  a  non-conductor  of  heat  during 
the  summer  months,  and  will  also  do  much  to  preserve  the 
iron  in  good  condition. 

Offensive  Trades.  There  is  a  factory  at  Batten  (Plymstock) 
for  the  manufacture  of  manure  from  fish  offal,  and  there  are 
occasional  complaints  as  to  bad  smells  therefrom.  Although 
I  sympathise  with  the  complainants,  yet  I  am  at  present  unable 
to  advise  any  legal  action  being  taken,  as  the  factory  is  one 
of  those  which  is  especially  allowed  by  Act  of  Parliament,  and 
recognised  as  a  necessary  evil.  There  is,  of  course,  a  limit 
to  the  “  nuisance  ”  which  such  a  factory  is  allowed  to  produce, 
and  my  efforts  have  been  given  to  keep  such  within  the  pre¬ 
scribed  limits. 

A  complaint  has  been  received  of  the  deposit  of  offensive 
“  town  manure  ”  near  a  village.  A  notice  to  remove  the  material 
was  obeyed,  and  the  carrier  was  informed  that  if  a  similar  deposit 
was  made  in  the  future  he  would  be  prosecuted. 


56 

I  get  occasional  complaints  as  to  the  carting  and  storing  of 
offensive  material,  and  I  desire  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
Council  to  two  of  the  County  Council  Bye-laws.  They  are  : — 

“  No  person  shall  carry  or  convey  through  or  along  any 
street  or  public  place  any  offensive  offal,  unless  the  same  be 
properly  covered.” 

“  No  person  shall  throw  or  lay  any  dirt,  litter  or  ashes,  or 
night  soil,  or  any  carrion,  fish,  offal,  or  rubbish,  on  any 
street,  or  cause,  or  permit  any  offensive  matters  to  run  from 
any  manufactory,  brewery,  slaughter  house,  butcher’s  shops, 
or  dunghill  into  any  street.” 

The  enforcement  of  these  Bye-laws  would  provide  a  prompt 
remedy,  for  it  is  to  be  noticed  that  no  proof  of  “  legal  nuisance  ”  is 
necessary.  The  offence  is  described  simply  and  clearly,  and  the 
only  thing  to  be  proved  would  be  the  fad  of  doing  what  is  for 
bidden.  One  of  the  dangers  which  belong  to  manure  being  stored 
too  long  is  the  fact  that  such  heaps  provide  an  effective  breeding 
giound  for  the  common  fly,  and  it  is  becoming  increasingly 
recognised  that  such  flies  are  an  important  factor  in  the 
dissemination  of  such  diseases  as  Infantile  Diarrhoea,  Enteric 
Fever,  Diphtheria,  Choleia,  etc.  A  few  minutes  observation 
will  easily  show  how  constantly  flies  travel  between  manure 
heaps  and  food,  and  especially  to  meat  and  milk  ;  in  fact  this  is 
recognised  by  the  dairyman  and  butcher,  who  are  most  anxious  to 
keep  flies  away  from  these  articles.  There  is,  unfortunately,  not 
so  much  care  shewn  in  the  domestic  storage  of  food,  and  it  is  by 
no  means  uncommon  to  find  meat  and  milk  exposed  freely 
to  the  crowd  of  flies  which  are  found  in  the  warm  kitchens, 
or  improperly-ventilated  larders. 

The  dangers  of  the  common  house  fly  are  well  shewn  in  the 
following  lines  taken  from  a  doggerel,  written  by  the  M.O.  H. 
of  Newcastle  : — 
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“A  house  fly  was  hatched  in  a  gangrenous  leg, 

And  a  proud  little  maggot  he  grew,  Sir  ; 

For  when  told  of  his  birth-place  he  hung  down  his  head, 

It  made  him  feel  mortified  too,  Sir  ! 

When  at  flyhood’s  estate  he  had  fully  arrived, 

He  fed  upon  masses  putrescent  ; 

And  after  a  meal  of  such  delicate  fare, 

Oh,  didn’t  he  look  rather  pleasant  ! 

But  in  a  few  weeks  he  began  to  grow  sad, 

For  his  juvenile  comrades  he  missed  :  hence 

Life’s  pleasure  became  but  a  thing  of  the  past, 

And  he  dragged  out  a  wretched  existence. 

After  much  and  profound  cogitation,  ’twould  seem 
He  resolved  upon  felo-de-se ,  Sir  ; 

So  he  dashed  himself  headlong  into  the  cream 
Intended  to  serve  us  for  tea,  Sir  !  ” 

Another  danger  attaching  to  heaps  of  town  refuse  is  that  they 
provide  abundant  food  for  an  army  of  rats,  animals  against  which 
ruthless  war  should  be  carried  on,  not  only  because  of  the 
financial  damage  which  they  do,  but  because  they  are  potent 
carriers  of  the  infection  of  plagne. 

Scavenging.  This  is  done  by  contracts  applicable  to  certain 
villages,  and  on  the  whole  is  satisfactorily  done. 

For  Oreston,  Pomphlett,  and  Billacombe,  in  the  parish  of 
Plymstock,  the  Council  has  provided  a  special  iron  cart,  and 
I  think  a  similar  arrangement  would  be  of  great  advantage  for 
the  other  parts. 

Public  collections  are  made  as  follows  : — 


Plympton  St.  Mary 

Ridgeway 

every  Tuesday. 

Underwood 

,.  Thursday. 

Colebrook 

„  Friday. 

Plympton  St.  Maurice 

every  Wednesday. 

Plymstock 

Oreston  ' 

Pomphlett 

Three  times  a 

Billacombe 

week. 

Hooe 

Turnchapel 
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Compton  ... 

St.  Budeaux  Crownhill  and 

Honicknowle 

The  Crownhill  Barracks  and 
The  Crownhill  Hutments 
The  Laira  Battery 

The  Married  Quarters  at  Crabtree  and 
Forts  Efford,Egg  Buckland,Ernesettle, 
Agaton,  Woodlands,  and  Knowles  ' 


once  a  week, 
three  times 
a  week. 

Three  times 
a  week  or 
oftener  if 
necessary. 


Bye-Laws.  The  Council  possess  powers  with  Bye-Laws 
applicable  to — 

New  Buildings. 

Alteration  of  Buildings. 

Slaughter  Houses. 

Prevention  of  Nuisances. 

New  Streets  and  Buildings. 

I  am  very  sorry  that  the  proposed  new  Bye-lawrs  have  not  yet 
been  established.  During  the  year  they  were  submitted  to  the 
Local  Government  Board,  but  were  returned  with  certain  sug¬ 
gested  amendments.  These  have  been  now  considered  by  the 
Council,  and  will  be  forthwith  again  submitted  to  the  Local 
Government  Board,  and  I  hope  will,  within  a  very  short  time, 
receive  official  sanction.  The  delay  is  being  seriously  felt  by 
builders  and  the  Council,  both  of  whom  are  still  compelled  to 
adhere  to  the  present  Bye  laws,  although  both  feel  and  know  that 
the  revised  ones  will  be  more  suitable  to  this  district.  But  in 
spite  of  the  present  position,  plans  for  40  new  buildings  were 
submitted  and  approvedaduring  the  year. 

The  Slaughter-houses  in  the  district  are  inspected  and  licensed, 
but  I  hope  that  the  present  Bye-laws  will  be  so  amended  that 
annual  licensing  will  become  necessary. 
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FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOP  ACT,  igoi. 


During  the  year,  in  consequence  of  systematic  inspection  of 
the  District,  and  from  information  received  from  H.M.  Chief 
Inspector  of  Factories,  1  have  placed  13  more  workshops  under 
supervision.  The  number  on  the  list  at  the  end  of  the  year  is 
101  of  which  15  are  classed  as  “  factories  ”  i.e.  places  in  which 
machinery  is  used,  and  the  remainder  are  “  workshops.”  Every 
one  has  been  inspected  once,  27  twice,  and  1  three  times.  The 
actual  number  of  inspections  was  therefore  130,  I  found  the 
great  majority  in  a  satisfactory  condition  and  no  prosecutions  were 
necessary.  In  a  considerable  number  however  I  discovered 
various  illegal  or  insanitary  conditions  all  of  which  have  either 
been  remedied  or  are  under  promise  of  removal.  Numerically 
the  chief  defects  were  “  insufficient  or  insanitary  closet  accomo¬ 
dation  ”  of  which  I  found  twenty  examples.  In  three  workshops 
there  was  no  closet  accomodation  at  all,  and  in  seventeen  the 
closets  were  either  insufficiently  flushed  with  water  or  supplied 
with  dry  earth  or  ashes,  whilst  in  two  cases  there  were  marked 
structural  defects.  Of  these,  nine  have  been  put  into  good 
condition  and  the  remainder  will,  I  expect  be  found  “good”  at 
the  next  inspections. 

Generally  speaking  all  the  bakehouses  are  clean,  but  some  of 
them  are  so  low  that  the  owners  find  it  almost  impossible  to  keep 
the  walls  and  ceilings  white,  in  fact  the  statutary  half-)  early  white¬ 
washing  is  not  sufficient,  but  as  I  found  only  8  cases  in  which  I 
had  reason  to  complain,  it  is  obvious  that  the  majority  of  the 
bakers  do  endeavour  to  keep  their  “  workshops  ”  clean. 

In  12  cases  I  found  no  abstract  of  the  Factory  Act  affixed, 
therefore  I  gave  the  necessary  notices  to  H.M.  Inspector. 

In  one  case  ventilation  was  insufficient,  this  was  remedied  by 
re  building  the  bakehouse. 
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The  101  workshops  were  classified  as  follows  : — 


Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  32 

Laundries  ...  ...  ...  9 

Dressmakers,  Millinery,  or  Tailors...  10 

Carpenters  and  Cabinet  Makers  ...  9 

Blacksmiths  and  Plumbers  ...  14 

Painter  ...  ...  ...  1 

Saddlers  ...  ...  ...  4 

Wheelwrights  and  Coachbuilders  ...  7 

Brickworks  ...  ...  ...  3 

Flour  Mills  ...  ...  ...  2 

Paperworks  ...  ...  ...  1 

Unclassified  ...  ...  ...  9 
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Weather  and  Rainfall  during  1908.  For  the  records  of 
the  rainfall  1  am  indebted  to  Miss  Glanville,  of  Langham  Hall  ; 
to  R.  H.  Clay,  Esq.,  of  Wembury  House ;  and  to  Victor  Prigg, 
Esq.  For  the  account  of  the  year’s  weather,  I  have  to  thank 
Miss  Glanville. 

The  total  rainfall  during  the  year  was  about  4  5  inches  below 
the  average  of  the  last  22  years,  but  that  of  the  winter  quarter 
(Jan.,  Feb.,  March)  was  very  near  the  average.  The  first  week  in 
Jan.  was  very  cold  with  rough  east  winds  and  hard  frosts,  a  tem¬ 
perature  of  21  degrees  occurring  on  January  2nd;  on  the  6th  a 
thaw  took  place  with  hard  rain  and  after  that  there  was  no  frost 
which  lasted  a  whole  day.  In  April  there  was  a  good  deal  of  very 
cold  and  rough  east  wind,  and  on  the  23rd  and  25th  of  that  month 
there  were  snow  storms  which  were  very  disastrous  to  fruit  blos¬ 
soms  and  spring  flowers.  May  began  with  two  beautiful  and  warm 
days  (over  70  degrees)  and  from  that  time  until  August  Sth,  we 
had  a  really  beautiful  summer  with  only  a  few  excessively  hot  days. 


6i 


The  hottest  time  was  in  the  1st  week  in  July  with  a  temperature 
of  79  or  80  degrees  on  several  days.  There  was  a  complete 
drought  from  June  17th  to  July  6th,  and  again  from  July  8th  to 
August  ISth.  The  latter  part  of  August  was  wet  and  rough  and 
on  the  31st  a  heavy  s.w.  gale  which  scattered  the  apples.  The 
month  of  September  was  about  the  average  as  to  rainfall  and 
temperature.  October  and  November  were  unusually  dry,  the 
rainfall  of  the  two  months  being  hardly  more  than  half  that  of 
October,  1907.  December  was  very  wet  and  foggy  and  on  the 
27th  there  was  a  heavy  fall  of  snow,  some  of  which  remained  on 
the  ground  for  two  days. 
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NOTES  ON  THE  EXISTING  SANITARY  CONDITIONS 
OF  THE  VARIOUS  PARTS  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 


TO  BE  READ  IN  CONJUNCTION  WITH  THE  REPORT  OF  THE 
SANITARY  INSPECTOR. 


Note — I  have  placed  at  the  beginning  of  the  paragraph 
relating  to  each  parish  the  following  particulars  : — 

Area  of  land  in  acres  designated  by  “  Area.” 

Population  as  estimated  for  1908  designated  “  Pop,” 

Assessable  value  for  Poor  rate  purposes  designated  by  “  P.R.” 
Assessable  value  for  Special  Sanitary  Purposes  designated  by 
“Sp.  San.  P.” 

Total  amount  for  which  precepts  have  been  issued  during  the 
year  for  Special  Sanitary  Purposes  designated  by  “  Exp.” 

N  B. — These  precepts  are  only  issued  when  the  amount 
required  demands  a  rate  of  Id.  in  the  or  when  the  amount 
required  is  at  least  ^,10. 

Amount  which  represents  the  value  of  a  special  sanitary 
rate  of  a  Id.  in  the  £  designated  by  “  M.” 


BICKLEIGH. 

Area  2359.  Pop.  310.  P.R.  ^3780.  Sp  San.  P.  ,£2057. 

Exp.  Nil.  M.  ^£,8  11s  Od. 

The  WATER  SUPPLY  of  the  villages  of  Bickleigh  and 
Roborough  is  very  good,  as  it  is  derived  from  the  Plymouth 
mains  which  pass  through  them. 

DRAINAGE.  Roborough  is  badly  drained;  the  sewers 
empty  into  cess  pits,  which  are  very  near  the  houses.  A  good 
system  of  drainage  could  easily  be  constructed,  and  an  admir¬ 
able  site  for  irrigation  could  be  chosen  ;  but  the  landlords  have 
hitherto  been  unwilling  to  grant  the  land.  I  should  suggest  a 
further  application  to  them  as  during  the  summer  months  the 
cess-pits  are  offensive, 
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Bickleigh.  There  are  no  public  sewers  here,  nor  are  any 
desirable,  as  the  sewage  from  each  house  is  disposed  of 
satisfactorily. 

COMPTON. 

Area  167.  Pop.  395.  P.R.  ,£2432.  Sp.  San  P.  2343. 
Exp.  ,£200.  M.  £8  15s.  Od. 

The  WATER  SUPPLY  is  very  good,  being  from  the 
Plymouth  mains. 

The  DRAINAGE.  Generally  speaking  the  house  drains 
and  sewers  are  good.  During  the  year  considerable  work  has 
been  done  to  the  drains  at  Redlands,  and  all  are  now  connected 
with  the  Main  Drainage  Scheme. 

EGG  BUCKLAND. 

Area  3265.  Pop.  1270.  P.R.  ,£12,112.  Sp.  San  P.  £8263, 
Exp.  £566.  M.  £34  8s.  7d. 

The  public  WATER  SUPPLY  is  very  good.  The  District 
Council,  by  consent  of  the  Local  Government  Board,  have  an 
arrangement  with  the  Plymouth  Town  Council,  by  which  the 
village  is  supplied  with  water  from  the  Plymouth  mains. 
The  total  number  now  connected  with  the  mains  is  58,  including 
14  supplied  by  meter. 

I  am  glad  to  say  that  negotations  are  completed  by 
which  the  hamlet  of  Riverford  will  be  supplied  writh 
water. 

The  DRAINAGE.  This  village  is  well  sewered,  and  the 
sewage  is  conducted,  together  with  that  of  Compton  Gifford* 
to  sewage  treatment  tanks,  from  which  the  effluent  passes 
into  the  Laira  estuary  at  Longbridge. 

The  tanks  are  in  charge  of  an  attendant,  and  up  to  the 
present,  although  not  quite  finished  in  every  detail,  are  work¬ 
ing  satisfactorily.  The  effluent  is  good. 
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CORNWOOD. 

Area  10,087.  Pop.  1000.  P.R.  .£9232.  Sp.  San  P.  ,£7887. 
Exp.  £80.  M.  £32  17s. 

WATER  SUPPLY  is  very  good  from  the  public  works.  It 
is  taken  from  deep  springs  situated  on  the  fringe  of  Dartmoor, 
and  after  being  collected  in  a  reservoir  is  distributed  throughout 
the  village  by  stand  pipes.  In  a  few  cases  householders  have 
taken  it  into  their  houses. 

The  villages  of  Corntown  and  Puttypool  also  obtain  water 
from  this  source. 

DRAINAGE.  The  village  is  well  sewered,  the  drain  dis¬ 
charging  into  a  cess-pit  from  which  the  effluent  is  irrigated  over 
grass  land. 

Lutton.  WATER  SUPPLY. — Very  good  from  public 
works.  The  water  rises  from  uncultivated  upland  sources, 
and  is  thence  piped  to  a  reservoir  and  distributed  through 
the  village  from  stand  pipes.  During  the  year  the  supply 
has  been  increased  by  the  gathering  of  additional  springs, 
and  the  Council’s  main  has  been  extended  to  the  Alms 
Houses.  Other  springs  have  been  piped  to  supply 
Gibhill  Cottages. 

DRAINAGE.  The  village  is  sewered,  and  the  sewage  is 
piped  to  two  cess-pits,  from  which  it  is  irrigated  over  grass  lands. 

BRIXTON, 

Area  3124.  Pop.  760.  P.R.  £4912.  Sp.  San.  P.  ,£3672 
Exp.  £10  M.  £15. 

The  public  WATER  SUPPLY  is  derived  from  a  moderately 
deep  well,  and  reaches  the  villagers  through  two  public  pumps, 
The  well  yielded  enough  water  for  ordinary  domestic  purposes, 
but  is  insufficient  to  effectively  flush  the  sewers,  which  has  to  be 
done  occasionally  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector.  The  new  sewers 
which  havi  been  laid  down  have  undoubtedly  lessened  the  risk 
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of  pollution  which  this  well  has  hitherto  been  subjected  to,  but 
still  the  condition  is  not  so  satisfactory  as  I  could  wish,  and  I 
should  therefore  like  to  see  an  increased  and  improved  supply. 

DRAINAGE.  A  large  part  of  the  sewage  of  the  village 
is  taken  through  well-laid  sewers  to  a  tank  situated  near 
Winstone  Lane.  This  tank  works  on  the  septic  system  and 
produces  an  admirable  effluent,  free  from  odour  and  colour. 
The  remainder  of  the  village  drains  into  an  ordinary  cess-pit, 
which  has  to  be  cleaned  out  as  occasion  demands.  I  suggest  the 
time  has  come  to  complete  the  re-sewering  of  this  village,  and  I 
therefore  support  the  suggestion  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector  that  a 
new  sewer  should  be  laid  for  the  western  end  of  the  village. 

Torre,  Coombe,  and  Hornicombe.  These  hamlets 
are  provided  with  good  and  ample  supply  of  water,  which 
is  distributed  through  public  taps. 

In  neither  of  them  is  there  any  sewage  system,  and 
as  all  the  houses  have  gardens  attached,  I  don’t  think 
one  is  desirable. 

Spriddlestone.  WATER  SUPPLY  is  from  a  public 
pump,  fixed  over  a  shallow  well.  The  yield  is  sufficient, 
and  I  have  not  yet  found  any  suspicion  of  impurity. 

There  is  one  public  sewer  for  the  discharge  of  slop 
water  into  the  adjoining  orchard. 

ERMINGTON. 

Area  4928.  Pop.  860.  P.R.  5895.  Sp.  San.  P.  ,£391  L 
Exp.  Nil.  M.  ,£16  6s. 

WATER  SUPPLY.  The  public  supply  is  from  a  well  which 
yields  plenty  of  water,  which  is  piped  to  a  public  tap.  There 
are  several  other  private  wells  in  the  village.  The  public  well  is 
situated  so  near  to  the  graveyard  that  I  have  at  intervals  analysed 
the  water,  but  have  found  no  reason  as  yet  to  doubt  its  purity. 
In  spite  of  this,  however,  I  think  efforts  should  be  made  to  provide 
a  public  supply  sufficient  in  quantity  to  distribute  throughout  the 
village,  especially  as  many  of  the  houses  are  provided  with  water 
closets. 
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DRAINAGE.  For  this  purpose  the  village  is  divided  into  two 
parts,  an  eastern  and  a  western.  For  the  western  division  a  new 
system  of  drains  and  sewerage  tank  were  constructed  in  1903,  and 
I  cannot  but  repeat  my  previous  advice  that  the  field  in  which  the 
tank  is  situated  should  be  acquired  by  the  Council  even  if  com¬ 
pulsory  powers  have  to  be  applied  foi,  as  without  full  control  of 
the  field  it  is  impossible  to  deal  satisfactorily  with  the  sewage. 

Westlake.  The  drainage  of  this  village  is  very  un¬ 
satisfactory.  During  the  year  a  scheme  has  been  prepared 
and  will  probably  be  sanctioned,  by  which  a  system  of 
sewers  will  be  laid  down  and  the  sewage  taken  to  a  tank 
from  which  it  will  be  irrigated  over  land.  I  hope  this 
scheme  will  be  pushed  forward  as  the  existing  condition  is 
dangerous.  Water  supply  is  from  a  public  well  pump. 

Langbrook.  The  proposal  which  has  been  made  for 
protecting  the  Water  Supply  of  this  hamlet  should  be 
enforced  as  the  open  well  is  subject  to  dangerous  pollution 
from  storm  water. 

NEWTON  FERRERS. 

Area  3326.  Pop.  700.  P.R.  ,£3971.  Sp.  San.  P.  .£3060. 

Exp.  ,£20.  M.  £12  15s.  Od. 

WATER  SUPPLY.  Early  in  the  year  the  engineer  laid  before 
the  Council  the  full  scheme  for,  and  details  of,  the  proposed  water 
supply  of  this  village.  On  March  14th,  a  scheme  was  adopted  and 
a  resolution  passed  to  forward  it  to  the  Local  Government  Board, 
asking  for  sanction  for  a  loan  to  carry  out  the  work.  Some  time 
after,  the  L.G.B.  expressed  a  wish  to  have  the  existing  works 
(which  it  is  proposed  to  purchase)  valued  by  an  independent 
water  expert.  The  Council  thereupon  obtained  a  report  from 
such  an  expert  and  forwarded  it  to  the  L.G  B.  The  Council  have 
since  been  anxiously  awaiting  the  decision  of  the  L  G.  B.  to  hold 
a  local  enquiry.  Time  does  slip  away  so  fast  that  I  do  not  wonder 
that  the  people  of  Newton  Ferrers  are  getting  impatient  at  the 
long  delay  and  at  the  frequent  discomforts  which  they  have  had 
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to  experience  from  one  cause  and  another  during  the  past  few 
years.  Into  the  merits  of  the  proposed  scheme  this  is  not  the 
place  to  enter,  but  at  ar.y  rate  I  can  go  so  far  as  to  say  that  the 
Council  is  assured  by  competent  engineers  that  it  is  a  practical 
one,  and  that  the  water  will  prove  sufficient  in  quantity  and  good 
in  quality.  There  is  no  doubt  that  it  will  be  when  compared  with 
the  rateable  value  of  the  village,  an  expensive  scheme,  and  that 
its  efficiency  will  largely  be  in  proportion  to  the  amount  that  will 
be  spent  on  it.  If  the  scheme  is  carried  out  with  full  regard  to 
future  necessity,  it  should  prevent  in  the  future  the  frequently 
recurring  complaints  which  have  justly  been  made  by  the  residents 
in  the  village. 

DRAINAGE.  The  village  is  sewered  but  the  sewers  are  very 
insufficiently  flushed,  especially  during  the  summer,  when  they 
want  it  most.  The  outfall  is  into  the  Newton  Creek,  a  part  of 
the  River  Yealm. 

There  is  room  for  much  improvement  here,  but  I  feel  it  is 
premature  to  suggest  anything  until  the  water  question  is  solved. 

Torre  Village.  WATER  SUPPLY.  Quality  good, 
and  distributed  through  the  village  by  standpipes. 
During  the  year  the  quantity  has  been  increased  by  the 
inclusion  of  another  spring. 

DRAINAGE.  There  is  no  system  of  sewers  The  closets  are 
on  the  dry  earth  and  cess-pit  system. 

REVELSTOKE. 

Area  1544.  Pop.  400.  P.R.  ^1288-  Sp.  San.  P. 

Exp.  Nil.  M. 

The  WATER  SUPPLY  is  good  in  quality  and  quantity.  It  is 
distributed  by  iron  mains  to  stand  pipes.  That  at  Bridge  End 
should  be  better  protected. 

DRAINAGE.  The  village  of  Noss  Mayo  is  sewered,  but 
several  closets  are  on  the  earth-bucket  and  cess-pit  systems,  and 
therefore  not  connected  with  the  drain  Some  of  the  houses  are 
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only  just  above  high-water  mark  and  one  of  the  sewers  being  also 
in  this  position,  it  is  therefore  inefficiently  flushed.  The  sewage 
is  discharged  into  the  creek,  a  part  of  the  River  Yealm. 

WEMBURY. 

Area  3131.  Pop.  500.  P.R.  £2913.  Sp.  San.  P.  £2158. 

Exp.  Nil.  M.  £8  10s. 

Knighton.  The  WATER  SUPPLY  is  derived  from 
three  different  sources,  and  I  have  no  reason  to  doubt 
its  quality  or  quantity.  It  reaches  the  villagers  through 
public  taps,  which  are  placed  within  reasonable  distance 
of  the  houses.  A  few  householders  have  independent 
supplies. 

DRAINAGE.  The  village  is  sewered,  the  sewers  discharging 
into  a  cess  pit,  from  which  the  effluent  is  irrigated  over  the 
adjoining  land.  As  many  of  the  houses  have  large  gardens 
attached  to  them,  they  are  provided  with  earth  or  cess-pit  closets. 

Downthomas.  WATER  SUPPLY.  There  are  two 
public  pumps,  which  draw  water  from  two  separate  wells. 
The  water  in  the  western  well  has  occasionally  become 
muddy  after  heavy  rains,  but  this  will  not,  I  think,  recur, 
as  a  good  concrete  and  cement  channel  has  been  con¬ 
structed  to  prevent  storm  water  percolating  through  the 
adjoining  ground. 

TAMERTON  FOLIOT. 

Area  4789.  Pop.  1150.  P.R.  £7829.  Sp.  San.  P.  £5344. 

Exp.  £80.  M.  £22. 

Tamerton.  The  WAFER  SUPPLY  is  good  and 
abundant,  being  derived  from  the  Plymouth  mains.  In 
addition,  there  are  two  public  wells,  which,  although  they 
are  situated  in  somewhat  doubtful  positions,  yet  yield 
water  in  which  I  have  not  been  able  to  detect  any 
impurity.  There  are  also  some  private  wells. 
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DRAINAGE.  The  village  is  partially  sewered,  the  main 
discharging  into  the  Tamerton  Creek. 

Considerable  and  important  improvements  have  been  made  at 
the  schools  during  the  year. 

Franklin  Cottages.  The  WATER  SUPPLY  is 
good  and  abundant  from  the  Plymouth  mains. 

DRAINAGE.  The  slop  water  is  collected  in  a  cess  pit,  from 
which  the  effluent  is  passed  through  a  rough  filter  under  the 
road.  The  closets  are  on  the  earth  bucket  system,  and  the 
houses  all  have  good  gardens  attached. 

WESTON  PEVERELL. 

Area  701.  Pop.  205.  P.R.  .£2088.  Sp.  San  P.  ,£1405. 
Exp.  ;£85.  M.  17s. 

Weston  Mill.  The  WATER  SUPPLY  is  derived 
from  a  public  well,  which  yields  a  sufficient  quantity 
of  good  water.  I  should,  however,  like  to  see  a  supply 
laid  on  to  the  houses  from  the  public  mains  near 
the  village. 

DRAINAGE.  The  village  drains  into  the  Devonport  system, 
and  during  the  year  several  new  water  closets  have  been  erected. 
A  large  number  of  improvements  in  closet  accommodation  have, 
been  made  during  the  year. 

HARFORD. 

Area  3318.  Pop.  150.  P.R.  ,£1888.  Sp.  San  P.  Exp.  Nil. 

There  is  no  public  water  supply  as  the  houses  all  have  good 
and  independent  supplies,  either  derived  from  upland  surface 
moor  streams  or  springs.  The  parish  is  also  happy  in  having  no 
drainage  scheme,  nor  is  there  any  necessity  for  one. 

HOLBETON. 

Area  4267.  Pop.  820.  P.R.  ,£5148.  Sp.  San  P  ,£3841. 
Exp.  Nil.  M.  j£15  19s. 

WATER  SUPPLY.  This  is  satisfactory  both  in  quality 
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and  quantity.  It  is  obtained  from  springs  situated  in  the  land 
adjoining  the  village.  One  of  these  springs  is  situated  at  a  much 
lower  level  than  the  other,  and  the  water  therefrom  is  lifted  by  a 
windmill  to  a  reservoir,  from  which  it  is  distributed  throughout 
the  village 

DRAINAGE.  The  village  is  well  sewered,  and  the  sewage 
is  efficiently  and  safely  disposed  of  by  surface  irrigation. 

ST.  BUDEAUX. 

Area  1731.  Pop.  2200.  P.R.  ^8079.  Sp.  San.  P.  ^5906. 
Exp.  .£780.  M.  ^£24  Pis. 

Crownhill  and  Honicknowle.  The  WATER 
SUPPLY  is  very  good.  It  is  derived  from  the  Plymouth 
mains.  For  Honicknowle  the  District  Council  have 
guaranteed  a  certain  annual  payment  to  the  Plymouth 
Town  Council  for  that  purpose.  There  are  still  a  few 
isolated  cottages  which  take  water  from  private  wells. 

DRAINAGE.  Crownhill  and  Honicknowle,  in  which  nearly 
all  the  inhabitants  of  this  parish  live,  have  recently  been  provided 
with  a  large  and  comprehensive*system  of  sewers,  by  which  the 
sewage  is  taken  to  the  borders  of  the  Borough  of  Devonport, 
where  it  then  enters  the  sewers  of  that  authority.  The  ultimate 
treatment  and  disposal  of  the  sewage  is  also  carried  out  by  that 
authority.  During  the  year  many  considerable  and  important 
improvements  have  been  made  in  the  closet  accommodation. 
The  sewer  at  the  rear  of  Whitleigh  Terrace  has  been  completely 
relaid,  and  1  am  very  glad  to  say  that  all  the  arrangements  are 
now  made  for  putting  the  roads  in  this  district  into  proper  condi¬ 
tion.  This  will  remove  what  has  hitherto  been  a  dangerous  and 
filthy  reproach. 

PLYMSTOCK. 

Area  3556.  Pop.  4060.  P.R.  .£14,677.  Sp.  San  P.  .£12,393. 
Exp.  .£450.  M.  ,£52  10s. 

WATER  SUPPLY.  It  is  derived  from  the  same  source  as 
as  that  of  Plympton  St.  Mary,  and  the  mains  are  distributed 
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throughout  the  whole  of  the  parish  except  the  village  of 
Staddiscombe. 

During  the  year  17  additional  houses  have  been  supplied 
with  water. 

On  December  31st  the  total  number  of  houses  connected  with 
the  mains  was  590,  whilst  other  connections  (including  houses 
and  establishments  having  meters)  bring  the  full  total  to  680. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  year  there  was  a  serious  breakdown  in 
the  water  supply  of  Plymstock,  due  to  an  extensive  crack  in  a 
main  on  the  lower  level,  by  which  the  reservoir  was  quickly 
emptied.  Necessity  arose  for  the  distribution  of  water  by 
means  of  a  cart.  Another  reason  why  the  reservoir  emptied 
so  quickly  is  that  it  is  only  very  slightly  below  the  level  of 
the  Plympton  Reservoir,  and  pressure  in  the  main-pipe  supply 
was  therefore  low.  To  equalise  the  pressure  in  the  two 
reservoirs  and  to  equalise  the  distribution  of  the  water,  the 
Council  resolved  to  connect  the  main  supplying  the  Plymstock 
reservoir  directly  to  the  main  coming  from  Bottle  Hill,  and  this 
work  has  accordingly  been  done.  -  The  possible  developments  in 
this  Parish,  however,  render  the  proposed  increased  supply  im¬ 
perative.  I  deal  with  this  proposal  under  the  paragraph  on 
Plympton  St.  Mary. 

In  Staddiscombe  there  are  three  public  pumps  placed  in 
convenient  positions  and  yielding  a  good  supply  of  water. 

In  Turnchapel  there  are  also  two  public  taps  which  supply 
water  from  a  well  under  the  control  of  the  Council. 

In  Oreston  and  Plymstock  there  are  public  pumps  which 
yield  fair  supplies  of  water. 

DRAINAGE.  Pomphlett,  Oreston,  Lower 
Hooe,  and  Turnchapel  are  all  sewered  and  discharge 
their  sewage  into  the  Cattewater.  Some  of  the  houses  are 
in  want  of  improvements  as  to  closet  accommodation. 
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Plymstock.  In  this  village  there  is  a  good  public 
sewer  which  discharges  into  a  deep  cess-pit,  from  which 
the  sewage  is  efficiently  disposed  of,  as  occasion  demands, 
on  the  adjoining  land.  A  scheme  has  been  prepared  for 
the  more  complete  drainage  of  the  village,  and  I  suggest 
that  a  provisional  agreement  should  be  entered  into  with 
the  chief  landlord,  who  is,  I  am  told,  disposed  to  act 
generously,  for  although  there  is  no  pressing  need  for  a 
sewage  scheme,  yet  I  am  sure  there  would  be  a  great 
development  in  the  neighbourhood  if  such  a  scheme  were 
in  existence. 

Elburton,  For  drainage  purposes  the  engineer  has 
divided  this  neighbourhood  into  two  natural  drainage 
areas,  the  one  drains  towards  Brixton  ;  whilst  the  other 
goes  towards  Billacombe.  It  is  fortunate  that  this 
division  also  roughly  corresponds  with  the  degree  of 
urgency  which  there  is  for  the  drainage  of  the  two 
areas,  for  it  is  in  the  old  village  of  Elburton  that  the 
most  dangerous  conditions  exist,  and  these  will  be 
effectively  dealt  with  by  the  scheme  which  Mr.  Clark 
has  prepared,  and  by  which  scheme  the  sewage  will  be 
piped  to  a  field  adjoining  the  Brixton  road  and  there  dealt 
with  in  properly  designed  tanks.  I  am  sorry  that  the 
negotiations  commenced  last  year  have  not  been  brought  to 
a  successful  issue,  for  I  cannot  too  strongly  urge  the 
necessity  for  the  drainage  of  this  village  where,  at  times 
dangerous  and  filthy  accumulations  of  sewage  are  obvious. 

Billacombe,  Higher  Hooe  and  Staddiscombe. 

In  these  villages  there  are  no  public  sewers  for  reception 
of  anything  but  slop  water. 

The  majority  of  the  houses,  except  those  which  possess 
cess-pits,  are  supplied  with  earth  closets,  which  as  a  rule 
are  kept  in  a  wholesome  condition.  In  Billacombe  the 
scavenger  removes  the  contents  of  the  earth  closets 
regularly,  in  the  other  villages  the  householders  dispose  of 
it  on  their  gardens. 
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PLYMPTON  ST.  MARY 


Area  10,353.  Pop.  4360.  P.R.  ,£30,371.  Sp.  San.  P.  ,£19,100. 

Exp.  ,£300.  M.  £79  10s.  Od. 

The  PUBLIC  WATER  SUPPLY  is  excellent,  ind  is  well 
distributed  throughout  Ridgeway,  Colebrook,  Underwood, 
and  Hemerdon.  It  is  derived  from  Bottle  Hill  on  the  borders 
of  Dartmoor,  being  collected  from  adits  driven  into  the 
hillside.  The  actual  number  of  connections  is  now  861  of 
which  726  are  house  connections,  whilst  35  are  through  meters. 

During  the  past  year  much  time  and  attention  have  again  been 
given  to  the  question  of  increasing  the  supply  of  water,  and  after 
great  consideration  it  was  decided  to  abandon  the  Wotter 
scheme  as  another  source  of  water  supply  was  brought  to  the 
notice  of  the  Council  ;  this  is  at  Lee  Moor,  and  during  the  y<  ar 
the  supply  has  been  watched  and  tested  with  the  result  that  a  new 
scheme  has  been  prepared  and  will  shortly  be  laid  before  the  L.G. 
Board.  I  have  great  hopes  that  this  will  be  accepted  as  it  seems 
to  provide  a  very  satisfactory  solution  of  the  question. 

Lee  Mill  and  Smithaleigh.  Here  there  is  a  good 
public  supply  taken  from  springs  situated  in  pasture  land. 
It  is  well  distributed. 

Mount  Pleasant.  Here  there  is  a  public  pump  and 
well. 

Venton.  The  west  end  of  this  village  has  water  from 
a  public  well  and  pump.  The  east  end  is  from  a  small 
spring,  whence  the  water  is  piped  to  a  tank.  Both  supplies 
have  proved  satisfactory. 

Sparkwell.  The  public  water  supply  is  a  satisfactory 
one.  It  is  derived  from  a  deep  well,  fiom  which  the 
water  is  conveyed  to  a  reservoir  and  thence  distributed  to 
various  stand  pipes  in  the  village.  It  is  also  taken  into  a 
few  of  the  houses. 
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DRAINAGE.  Ridgeway,  Colebrook,  and  Underwood 

have  a  system  of  sewers  from  which  the  sewage  is  disposed  of  by 
irrigation  over  grass  land.  Considerable  improvements  and 
additions  have  been  made  in  the  sewers  during  the  year,  for  which 
please  refer  to  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report. 

Hemerdon.  This  is  sewered,  and  the  sewage  disposed 
of  by  land  irrigation. 

Lee  Mill  The  village  is  well  sewered,  the  seweis 
discharging  into  a  public  cess  pit,  from  which  the 
effluent  is  irrigated  over  the  land.  During  the  year  part  of 
old  masonry  sewer  has  been  replaced  by  properly  laid 
pipes,  and  as  it  was  thought  that  the  existing  cess-pit  was 
too  near  some  houses  it  has  been  resolved  to  extend  the 
sewer  and  build  another  cess-pit  at  a  point  much  further 
from  the  village. 

Venton.  This  is  partly  sewered,  the  remaining  part 
has  earth  closets. 

Sparkwell.  This  is  sewered,  the  sewage  is  discharged 
directly  on  to  the  land  and  is  disposed  of  by  irrigation. 

PLYMPTON  ST.  MAURICE. 

Area  232.  Pop.  1170.  P  R.  -£3569.  Sp.  San.  P.  -£3350. 

Exp.  ,£100.  M.  ,£13. 

WATER  SUPPLY  is  excellent  in  quantity  and  quality,  being 
from  the  same  source  as  that  of  Plympton  St.  Mary,  q.v. 

DRAINAGE.  The  sewers  are  part  of  the  same  system  as 
that  of  Plympton  St.  Mary. 

For  account  of  work  done  in  this  parish,  see  Sanitary 
Inspector’s  Report. 

SHAUGH  PRIOR. 

Area  8837.  Pop.  890.  P.R.  ^£14,779.  Sp.  San.  P. 

Shaugh.  The  WATER  SUPPLY.  This  is  good 
and  ample,  being  derived  from  springs  and  wells  or 
small  streams  direct  from  the  adjoining  moors. 
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DRAINAGE.  There  is  no  system  of  sewers,  nor  do  I  think 
one  is  desirable.  The  houses  are  provided  with  earth  or  cess-pit 
closets,  and  slop  water  is  disposed  of  on  the  gardens. 

Lee  Moor.  The  WATER  SUPPLY  is  abundant  in 
quantity  and  good  in  quality.  It  is  derived  from  the 
adjoining  moor,  and  is  distributed  to  most  of  the  houses 
from  a  reservoir  and  a  good  service  of  pipes.  Such 
houses  as  are  not  connected  with  the  pipes  have  inde¬ 
pendent  supplies. 

DRAINAGE.  There  is  no  public  system  of  sewers,  nor 
is  one  required.  The  majority  of  the  houses  are  provided  with 
earth  closets,  and  have  good  gardens  attached.  The  schools 
and  a  small  block  of  houses  surrounding  them  are  provided 
with  water  closets,  the  sewage  from  which  is  irrigated  over 
adjoining  land. 

YEALMPTON. 

Area  3177.  Pop.  1000.  P.R.  ^4285.  Sp.  San.  P.  ,£3100. 

Exp.  j£160.  M.  ;£12  18s. 

The  WATER  SUPPLY  is  a  public  one.  The  water  is 
derived  from  springs  situated  at  a  high  level  and  in  grass  land. 
A  large  area  of  the  land  around  the  springs  is,  by  agreement, 
kept  free  from  manure.  The  water  is  of  good  quality,  and,  as 
far  as  present  experience  goes  is  of  sufficient  quantity.  It  is 
distributed  through  the  village  from  a  series  of  stand  pipes. 

In  this  village  there  are,  unfortunately  (from  a  rate  point 
of  view),  two  supplies  of  water,  one  of  which  is  public,  and 
the  other  private.  The  result  is  that  the  revenue  from  the 
former  is  not  so  great  as  it  might  be.  Only  13  houses  have 
connections  with  the  mains. 

The  village  is  sewered,  some  of  the  sewers  being  of  modern 
construction,  whilst  others  are  far  from  perfect.  The  sewage  is 
received  into  a  series  of  cess  pits,  from  which  it  is  irrigated  over 
the  adjoining  land.  During  the  year  two  new  cess  pits  have  been 
constructed,  and  in  the  coming  year  another  will  have  to  be  made. 
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Yealmbridge.  The  WATER  SUPPLY  is  bad.  It 
is  derived  from  wells  which  are  markedly  affected  by  the 
condition  of  the  adjoining  river. 

It  is  time  that  the  provisional  agreement  which  was  made, 
by  which  the  wells  could  be  closed,  should  be  enforced. 

DRAINAGE.  There  is  no  system  of  sewers.  The  houses 
are  supplied  with  earth  or  cess-pit  closets. 

Dunstone.  The  WATER  SUPPLY  is  very  good  both 
as  regards  quantity  and  quality.  It  is  a  public  one, 
and  is  derived  from  springs  situated  at  a  considerable 
level  above  and  distance  from  the  village.  It  is  distri¬ 
buted  from  stand  pipes. 

DRAINAGE.  There  is  a  system  of  sewers  from  which  the 
sewage  is  irrigated  over  the  land. 


REPORT  OF  THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR  FOR  THE 

YEAR  1908. 


BICKLEIGH. 

Roborough  Village.  The  outfalls  of  the  sewers 
have  been  occasionally  cleaned  by  the  owners  of  most  of 
the  houses.  The  sanitary  condit'on  of  the  village  is, 
as  mentioned  in  previous  reports,  bad,  and  needs  a  system 
of  drainage  which  could  be  easily  cariied  out  if  the  two 
landowners  who  own  the  village  would  grant  land  for 
sewage  works. 

Leigh  Cottages.  Storm  water  has  been  prevented 
from  soaking  into  the  closets. 

BRIXTON. 

Brixton  Village.  The  main  sewers  have  been 
regularly  hand-flushed,  and  the  grit  chamber  cleaned  out. 
The  effluent  from  the  sewage  tank  has  been  satisfactory. 
The  western  and  larger  portion  of  the  village  is  well 
sewered,  and  the  house  drainage  in  that  part  is  fairly 
satisfactory.  The  portion  of  the  village  to  the  east  of  the 
Post  Office  is,  however,  in  need  of  a  better  system  of 
drains,  which  should  extend  as  far  as  Park  House  and 
Park  Cottages,  so  that  certain  defects  which  exist  in 
such  houses  could  be  remedied. 

The  two  public  cess-pits,  and  the  outfalls  therefrom, 
have  been  cleaned  out,  and  the  contents  mixed  with  lime, 
and  afterwards  disposed  of  as  manure. 

The  public  pumps  have  been  repaired,  and  kept  in 
good  working  order. 

Spriddlestone  Village.  The  sewer  has  been  cleaned 
and  flushed. 


The  pumps  have  been  repaired. 
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COMPTON  GIFFORD. 

Redlands  Terrace.  A  new  system  of  drainage 
has  been  put  in,  with  three  manholes,  in  the  place  of  two 
defective  single  drains  ;  and  the  whole  of  the  drains  from 
this  terrace,  have  been,  where  necessary,  repaired, 
properly  connected,  and  ventilated. 

Drains  at  Myrtle  Villa  and  Hazeldean  have  been 
repaired. 


CORNWOOD. 

The  sewers  have  been  regularly  flushed. 

The  public  water  supply  has  been  satisfactory,  and  the 
taps  have  been  kept  in  good  repair. 

The  public  water  has  been  laid  on  to,  and  flushers 
provided  for  closets  at  Mr.  Gray’s  and  Mr.  Vivian’s  . 
premises. 

Lutton  The  public  cess-pits  have  been  cleaned  out, 
and  the  contents  mixed  with  lime,  and  satisfactorily 
disposed  of. 

The  public  water  supply  has  been  improved  and 
extended. 

EGG  BUCKLAND 

Egg  Buckland  Village  The  sewers  have  been 
regularly  inspected  and  flushed,  and  at  times  during  the 
summer  with  disinfectants. 

The  drains  at  4  Rose  Cottages  have  been  repaired 
and  ventilated  ;  and  a  gully  trap  provided  at  the  New  Inn. 

New  drains  and  sanitary  arrangements  have  been  put  in 
at  Coleridge  Barton  ;  and  drains  have  been  repaired  at 
Derriford. 
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ERMINGTON. 

Ermington  Village.  The  cess-pits  have  been 
cleaned  out  and  the  contents  after  being  mixed  with  lime 
disposed  of  as  manure. 

The  public  well  has  been  cleaned  out  and  the  supply 
pipe  repaired. 

Cadleigh  Park.  The  cess  pit  has  been  cleaned  out 
and  the  contents  mixed  with  lime  and  earth,  and  properly 
disposed  of. 

Brook  Cottage  has  been  reported  upon  and  declared 
unfit  for  occupation,  and  in  consequence  has  been  closed. 

Westlake.  A  committee  has  met  the  owner  of  Lower 
Preston  Farm  with  a  view  to  arranging  for  the  reception  of 
the  sewage  of  this  village  on  the  land. 

HOLBETON. 

The  main  sewers  have  been  cleaned  and  flushed  and  the 
outfalls  kept  in  satisfactory  condition.  The  water  supply 
has  been  satisfactory. 

NEWTON  FERRERS. 

A  new  water  closet  has  been  erected  and  a  new  drain 
laid  at  Bridgend. 

PLYMPTON  ST.  MARY. 

Ridgeway,  Colebrook,  and  Underwood.  The 
cess-pits  for  these  villages  have  been  twice  cleaned  out, 
and  the  contents  limed,  and  afterwards  spread  over  the 
surrounding  land. 

The  sewer  outfalls  have  been  regularly  inspected,  kept 
clean,  and  where  possible,  flushed,  and  in  several  places 
repaired. 

Ridgeway.  New,  properly  laid,  and  ventilated  drains 
and  sanitary  conveniences  have  been  put  in  at  3  and  9, 
South  Devon  Place,  and  1,  George  Place,  and  drains 
repaired  at  1(5,  Saltram  Terrace. 
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Underwood.  Two  new  pedestal  closets  with  flushers 
and  slop  water  gullies  have  been  put  in  at  Shute  Cottages, 
and  new  drains  with  water  closet  at  Strode’s  Cottage. 

New  gullies  have  been  put  in  at  1,  Chapel  Villas,  and  2 
and  7,  Willow  Cottages. 

The  old  water  tank  and  supply  pipe  have  been  cleaned 
out  and  repaired. 

Colebrook  and  Station.  New,  properly  laid,  and 
ventilated  drains,  and  a  pedestal  water  closet  have  been 
put  in  at  Cliff  Cottage, and  a  new  pedestal  water  closet  with 
flusher  erected  at  Jessop  Farm. 

Lee  Mill.  The  public  cess-pit  has  been  cleaned  out 
the  contents  mixed  with  lime,  and  afterwards  spread  on 
land.  The  sewers  and  outfalls  have  been  cleaned  and 
flushed.  The  drains  at  Kilburn  Cottages  have  been 
cleared  and  repaired.  The  water  taps  have  been  kept  in 
repair. 

Venton.  The  sewers  have  been  regularly  flushed. 
The  pump  at  the  eastern  end  has  been  repaired. 

Mount  Pleasant.  The  well  has  been  cleaned  out, 
and  a  cement  channel  put  down  to  carry  off  waste  water, 
and  so  prevent  the  same  percolating  back  into  the  well. 

Sparkwell.  The  sewers  have  been  cleared  and 
flushed  and  the  outfalls  kept  clean. 

Hemerdon.  The  sewers  have  been  cleaned  and 
flushed  and  the  outfalls  kept  clean. 

Drains  at  Mr.  Mumford’s  cottages  have  been  unchoked. 

PLYMPTON  ST.  MAURICE. 

The  cess-pits  have  been  cleaned  out  three  times,  the 
contents  mixed  with  lime  and  earth,  and  afterwards  dis¬ 
posed  of  on  the  land.  The  sewers  in  Ridgeway  and  in 
Dark  Street  Lane  have  been  repaired.  New,  properly 
laid  and  ventilated  drains  and  sanitary  conveniences  have 
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been  put  in  at  4,  Woodbine  Villages,  and  1,  2  and  4, 
Caroline  Place.  New  drains  have  been  put  at  Trevean, 
and  drains  have  been  repaired  at  Castle  Inn,  Willcock’s 
Cottages,  Longbrook  Street,  and  at  Messrs.  Watts  and 
Creber’s,  Fore  Street,  and  the  closet  at  the  latter  premises 
has  had  water  laid  on  to  it  for  flushing,  and  considerable 
improvements  have  been  made  in  the  drainage  of  the 
schools. 

REVELSTOKE. 

Noss  Mayo.  The  beaches  have  been  kept  clean, 
and  the  sinks  flushed  with  disinfectant. 

Bridgend.  I  again  wish  to  draw  attention  to  the 
need  of  improving  and  protecting  the  water  supply.  In 
the  year  1904  I  met  the  agent  of  the  Membland  Estate, 
who  then  promised  he  would  have  the  matter  attended  to. 

The  pump  has  been  repaired. 

PLYMSTOCK. 

Plymstock  Village.  The  cess-pit  has  been  cleaned 
out  and  the  sewers  kept  flushed. 

Turnchapel.  A  new  piece  of  sewer  has  been  laid, 
and  two  manholes  constructed  in  front  of  the  New  Inn  in 
the  place  of  the  old  one,  which  was  found  in  a  very 
defective  condition. 

New  drains  and  sanitary  arrangements  have  been  con¬ 
structed  for  the  New  Inn,  Mr.  Brown’s  shop,  and  for 
houses  occupied  by  Mr.  Wright  and  others. 

Drains  have  been  repaired  at  Wolland’s  Cottages,  and 
the  water  closet  at  No.  1G  in  the  Row. 

Six  new  gully  traps  have  been  put  in  at  Mr.  Westlake’s 
cottages. 

The  flushing  at  the  infants’  schools  has  been  improved. 
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Mount  Batten.  New  drains  and  sanitary  conveniences 
have  been  put  in  at  the  Mount  Batten  Inn. 

Oreston.  The  sewers  have  been  regularly  flushed ; 
the  public  pump  has  been  kept  in  repair. 

H  ooe.  The  sewers  have  been  regularly  flushed  and 
the  grit  chambers  kept  clean 

New  drains  and  two  new  water  closets  have  been  put  in 
at  Mr.  Nicholl’s  and  Mr.  Bailey’s  cottages,  and  the  drains 
from  Mr.  Coleman’s  water  closet  connected  to  the  main 
sewer. 

Elburton.  The  drains  at  Hazeldene  have  been  un¬ 
choked  and  repaired,  and  a  manhole  constructed. 

Staddiscombe.  The  water  tank  has  been  cleaned 
out  and  the  pump  repaired. 

ST.  BUDEAUX. 

Crownhill.  The  main  sewers  have  been  kept  clean 
and  flushed. 

New,  properly  laid,  and  ventilated  drains  and  sanitary 
conveniences  have  been  put  in  at  Nos.  1  to  28,  Whitleigh 
i  errace,  1  and  2,  Glenside,  Glenside  Cottages,  1  to  8, 
Grove  Cottages,  1  to  7,  South  View,  The  Saddler’s  Shop, 
and  Brake  F'arm. 

Earth  closets  have  been  provided  at  Zoar  Cottages,  and 
at  Whitleigh  Cottages  in  the  place  of  unsatisfactory 
cess-pits. 

The  ventilation  and  drainage  of  the  Schools  have  been 
improved. 

Honicknowle.  New,  properly  laid,  and  ventilated 
drains,  and  sanitary  conveniences  have  been  put  in  at  1  to 
II,  Horsham  Cottages;  and  new  drains,  with  4  new  water 
closets,  all  provided  with  flushers,  erected  at  1  to  4 
Glendale  Cottages.  New  drains  have  been  put  in,  and  2 
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water  closets  erected  and  provided  with  flushers  at  15  and 
16  Butt  Park  Terrace.  New  drains  and  sanitary  conven¬ 
iences  with  flusher  have  been  put  in  at  2  Butt  Park 
Terrace. 


TAMERTON  FOLLIOTT. 

Tamerton  Village.  New  drains  and  sanitary  con¬ 
veniences  have  been  put  in  at  1,  2,  3,  and  4,  Rock  Hill 
Cottages,  and  at  Mr.  Finnemore’s,  Star  Lane.  The  old 
cess-pits  have  been  abolished. 

New  drains  and  a  system  of  trough  closets  with  auto¬ 
matic  flushers  have  been  constructed  at  the  Public  Schools 
in  the  place  of  the  old  bucket  system.  The  schoolmaster’s 
house  has  also  been  drained  and  provided  with  a  water 
closet. 

At  the  George  Hotel,  new  drains  and  sanitary  con¬ 
veniences  have  been  put  in,  and  drains  have  been  repaired 
at  Derriford,  and  drains  cleared  at  Mount  View 
Cottages.  The  well  at  Belliver  Farm  has  been  pro¬ 
tected  from  surface  pollution. 

Franklin  Cottages.  The  sewage  filter  has  been 
examined  several  times  and  found  to  be  working 
satisfactorily. 

WEMBURY. 

Knighton.  The  cess-pit  has  been  cleaned  out,  the 
contents  limed,  mixed  with  earth,  and  used  as  manure. 

Downthomas.  A  cement  channel  has  been  made  to 
carry  off  storm  water  from  the  surface  near  the  western 
well. 

The  eastern  well  has  been  cleaned  out  and  the  pump 
repaired. 
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WESTON  PEVERELL. 

Weston  Mill.  T  he  old  cess-pit  has  been  cleared  out 
and  abolished,  and  new  drains  put  in,  and  13  water  closets 
erected  for  1  to  8,  Weston  Mill  Terrace,  1,  2,  and  3,  Higher 
Cottages,  and  4  and  5,  Front  Cottages  As  there  is  no 
water  main  near,  these  closets  have  to  hand-flushed. 

The  pump  has  been  repaired. 

YE  ALMPTON. 

Yealmpton.  The  public  schools  are  now  flushed 
daily  by  hand  instead  of  twice  a  week  as  was  formerly  the 
case. 

Dunstone  The  water  supply  has  been  satisfactory. 

DAIRIES’,  COWSHEDS’,  AND  MILKSHOPS’  ORDERS. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  I  sent  out  ioi  notices,  setting  out 
the  defects  found  in  premises  requiring  one  or  more  of  the 
following  alterations  or  improvements  :  — 

(a)  Larders  to  be  removed  from  dairies  ; 

(b)  Improvement  in  house  drainage  and  closet  accom¬ 

modation  ; 

(c)  Bricking  or  cementing  the  surface  of  courtyards  ; 

(d)  Improvement  and  protection  of  water  supplies  ; 


( e )  Improvements  in 

the  flooring  of  cowsheds  ; 

(/) 

drainage  of  cowsheds  ; 

Gf) 

lighting  and  ventilation  of  cowsheds  ; 

{h) 

the  paving  or  cementing  of  ground 

outside  cowsheds  ; 


(/)  The  cleansing  or  lime- washing  of  cowsheds  ; 

(fc)  The  hardening  of  the  surface  of  yards,  and  drainage 
of  the  same. 

During  the  year  I  have  made  170  visits  of  inspection,  with 
the  result  that  1  have  found  many  of  the  structural  and  other 
improvements  demanded  had  been  made  ;  and  in  all,  except  two, 
the  necessary  lime-washing  was  not  only  done,  but  was  done 
in  a  much  more  thorough  manner  than  on  former  occasions. 
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There  are  still  a  good  number  of  cases  in  which  my  notices 
have  not  yet  been  complied  with.  In  these  cases  I  have  sent  out 
fresh  requests,  and  in  return  have  received  some  promises  that 
the  work  demanded  shall  be  done  during  the  coming  Spring. 
In  some  cases,  however,  I  fear  the  work  will  not  be  done  except 
under  legal  compulsion. 

In  two  cases  I  have  had  to  serve  notices  to  abate  nuisances 
caused  by  keeping  pigs  in  parts  of  cowsheds,  and  also  because  the 
premises  were  generally  dirty. 

Two  new  cowsheds  have  been  erected  during  the  year,  in 
accordance  with  approved  plans,  and  providing  accommodation 
for  90  cows.  In  the  case  of  that  belonging  to  the  Plymouth 
Co-operative  Society,  and  which  provides  for  80  cows,  the  back 
walls  were,  at  my  suggestion,  cemented  to  a  height  of  four  feet 
from  the  floor,  and  this  portion  will,  in  future,  be  kept  clean 
by  scrubbing  rather  than  by  white  washing.  This  I  consider  to 
be  a  great  improvement,  as  the  splashings  from  the  cows  on  lime- 
washed  walls  are  so  ^difficult  to  remove.  In  future  new  cow¬ 
sheds  I  hope  to  be  able  to  induce  the  owners  to  do  similar  work. 
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Houses  erected  and  Water  Certificates 

granted. 


Parishes. 

Bickleigh  -  -  -  *  -  2 

Compton  Gifford  -  -  -  1 

Cornwood  -  -  -  -  l 

Ermington  -  -  -  -  1 

Newton  Ferrers  -  -  -  6 

Harford  -  -  -  2 

Plympton  St.  Mary  -  -  7 

Plymstock  ...  23 

St.  Budeaux  -  -  -  1 

Tamerton  Foliot  -  -  -  2 

46 

Cases  of  overcrowding  dealt  with  -  -  1 

New  Closets  erected,  or  entirely  new  conveniences  111 
Closets  repaired  -  -  -  -11 

Privies  converted  into  water  closets  -  -  3 

,,  ,,  earth  closets  -  -  2 

Earth  closets  converted  into  water  closets  -  10 

Sanitary  pails  provided  -  -  -  2 

New  drains  laid  and  connected  to  sewer  -  114 

„  „  „  cess  pit  -  1 

Drains  repaired  -  -  -  -  26 

,,  tested  with  smoke  -  -  -  115 

General  nuisances  abated  -  -  -  4 

Houses  or  rooms  fumigated,  including  those  after 

cases  of  consumption  -  -  -  49 


W.  E.  HORTON. 
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List  of  Places  where  Disinfectants  are  kept 

And  may  be  obtained  Free  of  Cost. 


Bickleigh 

Roborough 

...  Mr.  Rouse 

Brixton 

Post  Office 

...  Mr.  Goad 

Cornwood 

Cornwood  Vill, 

ige  Mr.  Shepherd 

Lutton 

...  The  Policeman 

Egg  Buckland 

...  Mr  S.  Jago 

Weston  Peverell  ... 

Weston  Mill 

...  Mr.  Petherick 

Plympton  St.  Mary 

...  Mr.  Horton 

(Sanitary  Inspector ) 

Underwood 

...  Mr.  Tribble 

Ridgeway 

Mr.  A.  Watts 

Colebrook 

...  Mr.  H.  Gullett 

Sparkwell 

...  The  Post  Office 

Lee  Mill 

...  Mr.  R.  Harper 

Venton 

...  Mrs.  Collins 

St.  Budeaux 

Honicknowle 

...  Mr.  Fairvveather 

J  J 

...  Mr.  Shears 
...  Mr.  Jasper 

Crownhill 

...  Dr.  Olver 

Mr.  Stephens 

(Coachbuilder) 

Shaugh 

...  The  Post  Office 

Tamerton 

...  The  Post  Office 

Ermington 

.  .  Mr.  T.  Worth 

Cadleigh  Park 

...  Mr.  Pawley 

Holbeton 

...  Mrs.  Cause 

Newton  Ferrers  ... 

...  Mr.  E.  Horton 

Wembury 

...  Mr.  Drake 

Yealmpton 

...  Mr.  Robins 
...  Dr.  Langworthy 

Plymstock 

...  Dr  Scott 

Oreston 

...  Mr.  T.  Cooms 

Pomphlett 

...  Mr.  Evea 

Elburton 

..  Mr.  Coleman 

Hooe 

...  Mr.  Brewer 

Turnchapel 

...  Mr.  Bennett 

Staddiscombe 

...  Mr.  J.  Dodridge 

